GEOL 151- LAB 7

LAKE MANSFIELD

"Well if they’re not moraines,

then what are they?"


Today in lab we will study the area cited by Wagner (1970) as the best evidence of alpine glaciation in Northern Vermont.  Specifically, we will be trekking to the Lake Mansfield/ Miller Brook Valley area, adjacent to Nebraska Notch and just south of the Mt. Mansfield Ridge. 


After a short walk along the shore of the lake and a visit to a very nice alluvial fan, we will head to the features that have caused such a ruckus.  We’ll finish by examining a debris fan crossed by the road.

1.  
List below evidence that you saw today that supports Wagner’s hypothesis?  (Consider the surrounding topography, too.)

2.
List the evidence for and against the following alternative hypotheses:


•Moraine, left by a retreating lobe of the continental ice sheet (Waitt and Davis, 


1988).


•Pro-talus rampart (Hooke, 1995).


•Kame terrace (A guy at the Cold Hollow Cider Mill, 1995).


•Post-glacial fluvial deposits (Rusty, 1995).


•Esker or sub ice tunnel fill (S. Wright, NEIGC field guide, 1997).
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YOUR ASSIGNMENT...  REVIEW WAGNER, LOSO, WRIGHT, AND THE WAITT AND DAVIS PAPERS. WRITE A ONE PAGE OPINION PAPER WHICH CITES THESE PAPERS AND YOUR FIELDWORK. AT THE END OF THE PAPER CAST YOUR VOTE FOR...

1.  ALPINE ICE INDEPENDENT OF THE LAURENTIDE ICE SHEET

2.  LEFTOVER LAURENTIDE ICE BLOCK

3.  AN ICE TONGUE OF THE LAURENTIDE ICE SHEET

4.  LAURENTIDE ICE CONTACT DEPOSIT OR ESKER

5.  SOMETHING ELSE?

