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This paper discusses the benefits of using undergraduate hydrogeology projects to expose students to active science and public policy. The results of several such projects conducted on and near the University of Vermont campus demonstrate that such projects are not only beneficial to the student learning process, but can be extended to involve the local community to the benefit of all.


The methods and results presented in this paper are excellent, and will be extremely helpful to any teacher or institution seeking to expand student experience and involvement in science and public policy. The paper is well-organized and clearly written. Many examples of student projects are given along with enough data to show the type of results one might expect from such projects, which will be very useful for those seeking to emulate these projects. The only major shortcoming is the figures, which are currently in very rough form. The data and ideas presented by these figures are good, they simply need to be presented in a more polished manner.

It is my opinion that this paper be accepted for publication if a few minor problems (see edited text and notes below) are fixed and the figures finished. The main text of the paper is excellent and needs no significant changes. This paper is a worthy contribution to the field of geoscience education.

1) Abstract. This could use a better concluding sentence, perhaps one that summarizes the benefits to students and society of these projects. This point is made often throughout the paper and would make an excellent close to the abstract, which currently ends rather abruptly.

2) Fig. 2. Will the photos be this big in print? If not, will smaller versions still show the changes in land surface effectively?

