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My introduction to research was via work in Remote Sensing as an undergraduate. 
Subsequent training and research centered around Physiology, Biophysics, and 

Neuroscience, with a major focus on chemical and electrical signaling mechanisms in the 
Basal Ganglia. I served as Associate Director of the NASA GESTAR Program from 2011 to 
2016. My current interests include institutional leadership, sustainability and innovation.

Dr. Joseph A. Whittaker is the Associate Provost/Associate Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at Jackson State University in Jackson, MS. In this capacity, he also has oversight 

for research and sponsored programs, federal relations, technology transfer and 
commercialization, and economic development. 
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