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Why we 
need 
Wildlands
Intrinsic value

Biodiversity

Carbon storage

Ecological resiliency

Quiet reflection

Baselines

Global, Regional, Statewide 
Statewide Conservation Goals
Goals

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve in Vermont

Photo credit: Jerry Monkman



The genesis for this study

Early Conversations (2005) Increasing Pressures A Knowledge Gap



Who is behind the study



What are Wildlands?

Colchester Bog, Vermont Monhegan Island, Maine Muddy Pond, Massachusetts Baxter State Park, Maine



Wildlands Criteria

• Wildland Intent

• Management for an Untrammeled Condition

• Permanent Protection

Mohegan Island, Maine

Photo credit: David Foster



Methodology
Four iterative phases

1. Scope and approach for identifying Wildlands

2. Outreach to public agencies and conservation organizations for Wildlands inventory 
and information

3. Systematic review of properties based on following criteria:

4. Analysis, interpretation, and product development



Wildlands in New England is the 
first U.S. study to map and 

characterize all permanently 
conserved lands in one region that 
are managed to be forever wild.

The study provides a baseline and 
path forward to secure more land as 

Wildlands.



Wildlands in New England

What We Learned



Questions answered by 
this study

1.How much Wildland currently exists in New 
England?

2.Where are Wildlands located in New 
England?

3.What are the characteristics of the 
Wildlands?

4.What is their current protection status?



81%
of New England is forest.



3.3%
is Wildlands.





Where are the Wildlands?



What is the historic and 
current protection status 
of Wildlands?



What is their 
protection 
status by state?



What is their 
protection 
status in 
strength of 
management 
and 
permanency of 
protection?



Baxter State Park

Wildlands Characteristics



Muddy Pond Wilderness 
Preserve



Monhegan Island Wildlands



Groton State Forest

Peacham Bog Natural Area



Connecticut College

Natural Areas



Vickie Bunnell Preserve



Wildlands in New England

Key Recommendations



Recommendation #1           Integrated Approach

Center Wildlands in an integrated 
approach to land planning and 
conservation that includes actively 
managed forests and farms and 
sustainably designed communities 
supported by low carbon, demand-
reduction economy.

P



Recommendation #2 Strengthen existing Wildlands



Recommendation #2

Strengthen existing Wildlands, 
specifically:

• Develop clear intent

• Reinforce the unique qualities of Wildlands 
management

• Increase the protection of Wildlands in perpetuity

• Enhance the landscape setting for Wildlands



Recommendation #3  Advance Wildland Conservation 

Advance Wildland conservation 
significantly, thoughtfully, and 
strategically

• Recognize the region’s history when establishing 
conservation goals

• Embrace humility in conservation

• Realize the vision for landscape-scale Wildlands

• Ensure diverse landowners and groups are included in 
Wildland conservation

• Advance Wildland policy at local, state, and federal levels

• Increase public and private funding for integrated 
approaches to land planning and conservation





Priorities

• Size, proximity, buffering
• Old forest or potential old forest
• Sensitive sites
• Wetlands
• Riparian areas
• Rare habitats
• Lower elevations 
• Underrepresented geophysical settings











Act 59: Vermont Community Resilience and Biodiversity Act
June 12, 2023
Sponsor: Rep. Amy Sheldon

Three categories of conserved areas 

1. Biodiversity reserves (Wildlands)
2. Ecological conservation areas (Woodlands)
3. Sustainable resource management areas (Woodlands)



Old Forest
Vermont Use Value Appraisal

Reserve Forestland - 2022

• A parcel can be enrolled if it has “significant and 
sensitive conditions”
• Ecologically Significant Treatment Areas
• Steep Slopes
• Unproductive land
• Special Places and Sensitive Sites



Report Products

• Full Report 112 pages

• Executive Summary 12 pages

• State Summaries one for each state

• Figures, graphs, tables and illustrations

1. Advance research, outreach and policy 

2. Expand the New England Protected Open Space database 
and Interactive Wildlands Webmap

3. Evaluate the goal for Wildlands to 20 percent or more

4. Integrate Wildland conservation, local food and resource 
production, and community development

WWF&C Ongoing Activities



Report Products

Interactive Webmap
wildlandsandwoodlands.org/wildlands-webmap





Questions?
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