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Why we
need
Wildlands

Intrinsic value
Biodiversity

Carbon storage
Ecological resiliency
Quiet reflection
Baselines

Global, Regional, Statewide
Statewide Conservation Goals
Goals
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What are Wildlands?

Colchester Bog, Vermont Monhegan Island, Maine Muddy Pond, Massachusetts Baxter State Park, Maine



Wildlands Criteria
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Methodology

Four iterative phases

1. Scope and approach for identifying Wildlands

2. Outreach to public agencies and conservation organizations for Wildlands inventory
and information

3. Systematic review of properties based on following criteria:
e Wildland intent

e Management for an untrammeled condition

e Permanent protection

4. Analysis, interpretation, and product development



Wildlands in New England

Past, Present, and Future

Wildlands in New England is the
first U.S. study to map and
characterize all permanently
conserved lands in one region that
are managed to be forever wild.

The study provides a baseline and
path forward to secure more land as
Wildlands.
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Land Cover and Forest Protection

Questions answered by
this study

Forest, Unprotected

Agriculture

Grass or Herbaceous

1.How much Wildland currently exists in New B o

[ [EI'S

England?

2.Where are Wildlands located in New
England?

3.What are the characteristics of the
Wildlands?

4.What is their current protection status?




81%

of New England is forest.
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Wadlands

== Wildlands in New England: Interactive Webmap
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Timeline of Wildland Establishment in New England

350,000 1,400,000

. Federal
. State

Municipal
. Conservation Organization

Private

B . What is the historic and
current protection status

I of Wildlands?
— .
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1910 1920 1970 1980
Decade

Timeline of Wildland establishment in New England since 1900. Cumulative totals are represented by the gray
line. Both the number and total acres of Wildlands established display a large increase in the past two decades.




Wildland Extent and Fee Ownership Across New England

New England Connecticut Massachusetts
1,321,878 acres 28,614 acres 116,274 acres Wikdiand extent and
35 fee ownership across
1% 3% 1% 3% 17 6% New England and the

(

I

individual states. Rhode
Island (not shown) has a
single 21-acre Wildland
owned by a conservation
organization.
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Gradient of Wildland Status in This Study

High

Constraints on Management

Low

Harvard Forest Pisgah

Andorra Forest Kauffman
Connecticut College Natural Areas Pond Mountain Duren Mountain Wilderness
Monadnock Ecoreserve Natural Area Corner Pond CE Lone Mountain Wilderness

Whetstone Woods

Burnt Mountain Katahdin Iron Works

Belden Forest | Debsconeag Lakes Lye Brook Wilderness

Monomoy NWR Grafton Forest | Wilderness Area Monadnock - Masonian Bﬂdgeweater Binney Hill Preserve ~ Mount Abraham

Woodbury Mountain Weyerhauser MRCE

Wilderness
CHMU - Camel’s Hump Acadia
DCR Reserves Pemigewasset Wilderness Duck Lake Eco-Reserve
MountGreock e Roach Ponds ROR-AT Baxter - Game Sanctuary
e € Upper St. John River

CT DEEP OFMASs Hay Reservation

High
Strength/Permanence of Wildland Status

What is their
protection
status in
strength of

management
and
permanency of
protection?




Wildlands Characteristics

Baxter State Park

Location: Maine
Size: 157,849.79 acres

Ownership: Baxter State Park Authority (Public trust)

Established: 1931

Protection: Deed restriction; Act/statute (state); Property
management plan

Characteristics: Largest Wildlandin New England, but small
compared to Adirondack Park

Ecology: Large elevational range, Maine's highest peak, divers
of habitats, unusual boreal species and natural communities



Muddy Pond Wilderness
Preserve

Location: Massachusetts

Size: 322 acres

Ownership: Northeast Wilderness Trust
Established: 2018

Protection: Owned and managed by non-governmental
organization (NEWT)

Characteristics: Suburbanlandscape, surrounded by
development, easy publicaccess, school groups use area

Ecology: Rare Pine Barrens and Coastal Plain Pond, many rare
and endangered species



Monhegan Island Wildlands

Location: Maine

Size: 375.10 acres

Ownership: Monhegan Associates Inc. (NGO)
Established: 1954

Protection: NGO policy and management plan

Characteristics: Artists' destination; management challenges
with deer and invasive species

Ecology: Coastal Headlands ecosystem, diversity of birds
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Groton State Forest
Peacham Bog Natural Area

Location: Vermont
Size: 748 acres

Ownership: State of Vermont, Department of Forests, Parks, al
Recreation

Established: 1965

Protection: Administrative designation and management plan,
up for review in near future

Characteristics: State Natural Area, does not protect entire
watershed. Boardwalk allows access

Ecology: One of Vermont's largest open peatlands, unusual
formation history



Connecticut College
Natural Areas

Location: Connecticut

Size: 200 acres

Ownership: Connecticut College
Established:

Protection: Administrative decisionand management plan

Characteristics: Associated with Arboretum, easy access for
study

Ecology: Salt marshes and other wetlands, wild forests




Vickie Bunnell Preserve
Location: Northern New Hampshire

Size: 10,449.59 acres

Ownership: The Nature Conservancy (NGO)
Established: 2001

Protection: Conservation Easement held by Northeast
Wilderness Trust; Management Plan

Characteristics: Large, wild, third-party easement offers greate
protection

Ecology: Thirteen peaks over 3000 feet, 30+ miles of stream
frontage, significant subalpine spruce-fir forest



Wildlands in New England

Key Recommendations



Recommendation #1 Integrated Approach

Wildlands and

Center Wildlands in an integrated Woodlands

approach to land planning and

conservation that includes actively

managed forests and farms and

sustainably designed communities sy
ommunities

supported by low carbon, demand-

reduction economy.




Recommendation #2
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Recommendation #2

Strengthen existing Wildlands,
specifically:
e Develop clearintent

e Reinforce the unique qualities of Wildlands

management
(WW _ * Increase the protection of Wildlands in perpetuity
Strong Protection Mechanism
I BedieRdedemi e Enhance the landscape setting for Wildlands

5 I Federal
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ReC‘Gmmendatlbn #3 Advance Wlldland Conservatlon

w,,

. Recognize the region’s history when establishing
conservation goals
e Embrace humility in conservation

e Realizethe vision for landscape-scale Wildlands

e Ensurediverse landowners and groups are included in S
Wildland conservation
g
» Advance Wildland policy at local, state, and federal levels A
_ * Increase public and private funding for integrated , , ‘
A approaches to land planning and conservation | vt
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“Muddy Pond Wilderness Préserve

Photo: Harry White



Current Wildland Extent and WWF&C Goals for 2060

33%

New England

_ 12% WWF&C Goal:
Connecticut | B 2020 Wildlands cover at least

32% 10% of the New England
Massachusetts [ 7 2060 WWF&C Goal landscape.

33%

Maine
40%

New Hampshire

0%

Rhode Island
35%

Vermont
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' White River Junction

Vermont Conservation Design
Ecologically Functional Landscape

“ Highest Priority Natural Community & Habitat Features
@4 Highest Priority Landscape Blocks

“ Highest Priority Surface Waters and Riparian Areas
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Old Forest
Vermont.Use Value Appraisal

Reserve Forestland - 2022

A parcelcan'be enrolled if it has “significant and
sensitive conditions”
* Ecologically Significant Treatment Areas
' Steep Slopes
* Unproductive land
» Special Places and Sensitive Sites



Report Products

Full Report 112 pages

Executive Summary 12 pages

State Summaries onefor each state
Figures, graphs, tables and illustrations

WWF&C Ongoing Activities

. Advance research, outreach and policy

. Expand the New England Protected Open Space database
and Interactive Wildlands Webmap

. Evaluate the goal for Wildlandsto 20 percent or more

. Integrate Wildland conservation, local food and resource
production,and community development

precarious human welfa for urgent action. Today England,
we can and must act by halting forest and farmland loss, accelerating

land protection, increasing the sustai production of food and wood,
and designating more Wildland ands—conservation areas
that are preserved to allow natural { with no active
management—Ilie at the heart of this integrated conservation agenda.

Wildlands in New England is the first regional study to map and
describe all known Wildlands. New England, with about 40 million acres
of land, is 81 percent forested, but only 3.3 percent of the region
(1.32 million acres) are Wildlands. These Wildlands comprise
426 individual municipal, state al, 2 properties. Although

increased in recent decades,
the total area protected remains / Wildlands, Woodlands,
Farmlands & Communities (W goal of at least 10 percent
of the region.

This report provides a baseline, and a way forward, for policy makers,
conservation organizations, landowners, and every community
seeking to conserve more Wildlands.

Executive Summary

‘Wildlands
|"'Woodlands
Farmlands &
Communities

An Integrated Conservation Initiative
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From the
Ground Up

Conversations about conservation, climate, and
communities in New England.
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