Developlng a data-driven tool to advance bird and pollinator habitat evaluation and
conservation in Vermont’s working landscape
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ﬂssue: Birds and pollinators are essential to agricultural crop production, pest control, and general ecosystem biodiversity, but have \
. declined sharply range-wide in recent decades, including in Vermont and the surrounding region.
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recommendations to improve bird and | . recommending best fit NRCS + Hay and pasture management S . ﬁ * 6,800 farms statewide in Vermont, making up \
pollinator habitat on farmes. practices strategies g * C“a"ges P approximately 1,200,000 acres (UDSA, 2023).
\ J Eas.Y-to-understand outputs | * Bird and bee abundance and diversity 'E oo Diversm:’ e Estimate 3-5 farms to pilot tool in 2024
‘ * Ability to measure change over time, data on-site and surrounding area @ ﬁ Ry \ﬁ * Expand to network of over 30 farms to date
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Design Team & Partners

Audubon Vermont
National Audubon Society
Private GIS consultant
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Wild Farm Alliance
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* Improved communication with farmers and more
effectively conveyed recommendations

* Increased engagement, understanding of
importance of conservation

* Increased acres managed for birds and bees;
reversed population declines

* ArcGIS Field Maps; other Arc GIS apps
* Wild Farm Alliance Bird Habitat Tool

* Audubon Conservation Ranching

* Audubon Bird Friendliness Index

* Cool Farm Alliance Biodiversity Tool

* Xerces Society Forms
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L T WA e P i * Multi-metric biological inputs supplement
traditional assessment strategies (abiotic
resources—water quality, soil health, nutrient
pollution) for a more comprehensive, descriptive
on-farm decision-making process that integrates

\ biological diversity into ecosystem services. /
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