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Vermont Town Forests
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Scale:  1:225,000

Municipal Forest Types
TOWN FOREST
TOWN CONSERVATION AREA
TOWN WATERSHED
TOWN FIRE DISTRICT
TOWN PARK
TOWN SERVICES
TOWN GRAVEL PIT
SCHOOL FOREST
SCHOOL CONSERVATION AREA
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So urc es:  Verm o n t Agen c y o f Natura l Reso urc es; Verm o n t La n d T rust; T he T rust fo r Pub lic
La n d; a n d in dividua l Verm o n t to wn s.

Additional Protection
Conservation Easement

Other Conserved Lands
Federal, State, and Private

Mun ic ipa lly-o wn ed pro perties fo rm  a n  im po rta n t pa rt o f Verm o n t’s
fo rested la n dsc a pe, a n d they a lso  c o n trib ute to  the state’s m a trix o f
c o n served la n ds.  Ho wever, these la n ds a re o ften  little rec o gn ized
a n d a pprec ia ted, a n d m a n y a re n o t perm a n en tly pro tec ted fro m
c o n versio n  to  o ther la n d uses.  T o  b etter un dersta n d the
distrib utio n , exten t, a n d uses o f m un ic ipa l fo restla n ds, the Verm o n t
T o wn  Fo rest Data b a se was c rea ted in  2009 a n d in c ludes a
geo gra phic  in fo rm a tio n  system  (GIS) la yer a n d a c c o m pa n yin g
da ta b a se desc rib in g the uses a n d c o n serva tio n  status o f ea c h
kn o wn  pro perty.   T hese la n ds in c lude pro perties tha t a re o ffic ia lly
la b eled as to wn  fo rest, b ut m un ic ipa l fo restla n ds a lso  in c lude
n a tura l a rea s, pa rks, sc ho o l fo rests, watersheds, fire distric ts, a n d
o ther design a tio n s.  As these la b els suggest, the uses o f to wn -
o wn ed fo rests va ry widely, o ften  en c o m pa ssin g so m e c o m b in a tio n
o f tim b er m a n a gem en t, rec rea tio n , educ a tio n , water-qua lity
m a in ten a n c e, a n d pro tec tio n  o f sen sitive ec o lo gic a l fea tures.  T he
GIS m a p a n d da ta b a se a re c urren tly b ein g expa n ded a n d im pro ved
to  reflec t c ha n ges durin g the previo us five yea rs a n d to  a ddress
o m issio n s in  the o rigin a l versio n .  T he upda ted m a p a n d revised
statewide sum m a ry will help highlight the va lue o f these fo restla n ds,
fa c ilitate esta b lishm en t o f a dditio n a l to wn  o wn erships, a n d
en c o ura ge lo n g-term  pro tec tio n .  Fun din g suppo rt fo r this pro jec t
was pro vided b y the No rthea stern  States Resea rc h Co o perative
(NSRC), a pa rtn ership o f No rthern  Fo rest states (New Ha m pshire,
Verm o n t, Ma in e, a n d New Y o rk), in  c o o rdin a tio n  with the U SDA
Fo rest Servic e (http://www.n src fo rest.o rg).

Ab stra c t Statewide Distrib utio n

Additio n a l Pro tec tio n Co n c lusio n s
As o f Dec em b er 2014, the da ta b a se c o n ta in s 349 pro perties c o n stitutin g 68,202 a c res;
168 m un ic ipa lities (o f 255) a re in c luded.  T his a c rea ge to ta l represen ts a 4.3% in c rea se
in  the to ta l a rea  o f m un ic ipa l fo rests in  the da ta b a se sin c e 2009, with 5 a dditio n a l to wn s
listed as c o n ta in in g o n e o r m o re fo rest o wn erships.  Revisio n s to  the da ta b a se in c lude
24 a dditio n s, 2 deletio n s, a n d va rio us im pro vem en ts to  desc riptive fields.  Curren tly, at
lea st 4 kn o wn  m un ic ipa l fo restla n d ho ldin gs a re o m itted fro m  the da ta b a se, in c ludin g
to wn  fo rests in  Da n b y a n d Mt. T a b o r a n d a to wn  pa rk in  Ba rto n , a n d o ther erro rs o f
o m issio n  a n d c o m m issio n  m a y exist.  Of the pro perties represen ted in  the da ta b a se,
21% a re c o n served b y a dditio n a l pro tec tio n  m ea sures suc h as a c o n serva tio n  ea sem en t,
c o ven a n t, o r deed restric tio n .  Ab o ut ha lf o f the pro perties a re kn o wn  to  ha ve
m a n a gem en t pla n s.  T hese results suggest that m un ic ipa l fo rests rem a in  a n  essen tia l
c o m po n en t o f the Verm o n t la n dsc a pe, a n d m o re to wn s a re esta b lishin g fo rests as
o ppo rtun ities a rise.  T he m o tives fo r c rea tin g a n d m a in ta in in g fo rests in c lude a m ix
o f ec o n o m ic , so c ia l, a n d en viro n m en ta l fa c to rs.  Ho wever, the la c k o f perm a n en t,
third-pa rty pro tec tio n  fo r m a n y pro perties rem a in s a c o n c ern ; it is po ssib le tha t so m e
to wn  fo rests will b e so ld a n d c o n verted to  o ther la n d uses in  respo n se to  sho rt-term
m un ic ipa l exigen c ies. 
T o  sub m it m issin g pro perties o r o ther suggestio n s fo r im pro vin g the da ta b a se, plea se
c o n ta c t the U n iversity o f Verm o n t Spatia l An a lysis La b o ra to ry 
(Sea n .Ma c Fa den @uvm .edu; 802-656-3007).

No  Additio n a l Pro tec tio n
79%

53,826 Ac res

Co n serva tio n  Easem en t,
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21%
14,366 Ac res

Sc ho o l Fo rest
3%
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Misc ella n eo us
<1%
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