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AWINNING EXPOSITORY
by David A. Wendt

Expository. A ccording to theAmeri-
can HeritageDictionary, expositionis“the
presentation of information indear, precise
form". Itissharing or giving knowledgeto
an audience. The key togiving awinning
expository speech isfocusing on the audi-
ence. What does the audience want to
know? Wha does the audience dready
know? Will the audience care about the
topic? These are several important ques-
tionsthat should be asked before the spesker
puts the first word on paper.

Topicsdectionisthevitd ingredient
to asuccessful speech. There are millions
of topicsto chosefrom, but which will pro-
videthat needed flar for success. Try to
steer awvay from common issues or topics.
Search for theunique!

Thefirst step isto bra nstorm as meny
topics as possible. Several places for ex-
ploration include teevision talk shows;
Oprah, Jerry, Sy, Gerddo, 20/20, 60 Min-
utes, etc. Remember if it hasanameor num-
ber itwill probably produceawimer! Read-
ing newspaper s and magazi nes can provide
new and timey aress of information. There
are times when acombination of teevision
tak shows and print media can fulfill that
dream for awinninginformativetak.

After alist with a variety of topics
has been compiled, then sdect five or six
that seem "interesting” to you. The term
"interesting” can reflect a persond liking
for a topic, atimeiness, anew trend or a
topictha isso far out tha "they" will love
it. It could also mean takin a common
speech topic and adding a new twist.

Restructuring an oratory isapossible
winning expository speech. The typical
oraory of problem, cause, efect and solu-
tiontakesanin-depthlook & problems. A
compect view could present a formidable
presentation. Possible persuason topics
minusthe sol utioncan provideinformation.
Various societa problems can bethe foun-
dation of an informative speech.

Now that those interesting topics
havesurfaced, which will havesomeeffect
ontheaudience. Ask yoursdf, "Why am |
giving this speech? Will theaudience care?
Most importantly, will thejudge care? Will
thejudgeremember me?" When searching
for topics cdculae how many people are

effected by eechidea. Isit asmall percent-
age of the popul aion or themgority?

Research will aid thefind choiceof a
topic. In some cases, research may make
the decision. Then the sifting of informa
tion and topics must stop. The decision is
completed and thefinal product is finished.

The final dedision is approaching.
One mgor factor of that choice should be
theavailability of statistics and/or exampl es.
Sources of informationwill providethehard
data and the needed citations. Quotations
from professiond s and experts enhancethe
vdidity of thetopic. Documentation is a
must!! Themorerecent dates of publishing
set thetimeliness. Threecitations of infor-
mation isagood starting point for an effec-
tive expository speech.

Now that the key isturned and the
research is compl eted, structure your infor-
mation. An atention getter in theintroduc-
tion, three solid, documented main points
and acondusion are necessities to awin-
ning speech. Then practice, practice, prac-
tice

When concentrating on ddivery, one
specid note must be taken into consider-
aion. No notecards or visud ads may be
used during the expository presentation.
The speech should bememori zed or extem-
porized.

Correct physicd ddivery isvitd. The
spesker must have sustained eye contact
with the audience, natural gestures and
movement and other polished delivery
skills It takes precticeto achievethisstyle
Audio or video taping practice speeches
will help.

You now havethe keysto unlock the
foundation for presenting clear, precisein-
formaion. You have answered the ques-
tions. You must maketheaudiencewant to
know this knowledge. You will makethe
judgecare aout your speech. Then asthe
fina draft is written and dl improvements
have been made, you will present what they
want to know. Information.

(David A. Wendt, now coach at Keokuk
HS (1A) coached the winning expository
speaker at the 1989 Colorado Nation-
als)



