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Modern cgpitaism has changed dra
maticaly over theyears. It has moved from
peopl e trading in common market areas to
sdling mass-produced goods. In more re-
cent times cgpitdism has become a more
knowledge-based system. In order to
achievesuccessin the so-called Post Capi-
taist (or Post-Industrid) era, education has
become the essential prerequisite for
achievement in the market. Thosewith a
diversity of knowledge and who areableto
synthesize tha knowledge (i.e those with
traning in criticd thinking skills) are the
ones who seem to have the best ability to
atansuccess. Asaresult, in Pog Cepitd-
ist society, to bridge the gap between the
rich and the poor (theeducated and unedu-
cated), American sodi ety must offer curricu-
lar and extracurricul ar programswhich en-
courage students to become criticd think-
ers.

In order to advance this argument, Section
I will examine the necessity for equal and criti-
cally minded education in Post Capitalist/Indus-
trial society. Moreover, Section | will explore the
harms associated with unequal education in the
current system and in the future. Section 11 will
offer some solutions to help rectify the harms
associated with unequal and lacking critical think-
ing training in many Americen schools both in
curricular and extra-curricular adtivities. Section
I will be condude my argument and hdp resolve

the impacts of this matter.

by Michdin M assey
Section |

A good education has been key to
maximizing the benefits of Post Capitdist
society. As the world has progressed, so
has capitdism. Inthis evolution of themar-
ket system, most advanced nations have
moved avay from possessing a compara
tiveadvantage in theamount of goods that
they are able to produce. Their new com-
parative advantage is in human resources.
Nationslike Jgpan havebeen | eadersin fur-
thering thistransition from industrid capi-
taism. Although Jpan i s experiencing eco-
nomicturmoil, most economicanaysts ar-
gue tha Japan’s cgpacity to end their eco-
nomic problems is enhanced by their edu-
cated work force. Because the 1970'sand
1980's were a time for economic boom in
Japan, many nations witnessed that devd -
oping human capitd through education was
amoree€ffident methad of gai ning economic
success.

Today, workersin mostindustriaized
nations are ableto read, write, and perform
high leve tasks. In this knowledge-based
world, the premium is on the worker with
the most rdevant amount of education.
While educaion doneis not enough for a
person to secure ajob, itis now necessary
to possess a higher leved of education in
order to succeed in this new, competitive
world economy. Becausejob security isno
longer guaranteed and car eers span tenure
a severd jobs, companies are looking for
workerswhoarecriticd thinkersandareable
to betrained, instead of possessing a few
skills. The new worker in Post-Industria
society is someone whose specidties are
critica assessment and problem solving. A
superior education provides this for many
Americans. The United States, conse-
quently, has been ableto maintain astable
economy and a high qudity of living for
most Americans, despite severe economic
trouble in other regions of the world. Un-
fortunately, not dl Americansare receiving
the benefits of theUnited States’ increased
€C0N0oMi C prowess.

A lack of highleve educaionispre-
cluding many from the benefitsof Post Capi-
tdist America “Many public schools are
inferior. The Supreme Court in Brown V.

Topeka Board of Education ruled that edu-
cation must be equa for all students, and
not separated dong radd lines. Over forty
years &ter the Brown decision, United
States public schools do not reflect this
constitutiona requirement...” (Wade 60).
Studentsin many public schoolsare put at
adisadvantagein the Post-Industrid United
States, asaresult. They are simplynot able
to competewith their counterpartsin better
public schools or wedthy private institu-
tionsforeign and domestic.

This injustice is the personification
of the compl exity of intersectingoppression.
Studentswho are poor, Black, and Hispanic
are living inacountry tha daims to have
egditaiangods. Inreality, they are going
to school s that do not off er the tremendous
amount of support these students need aca-
demicdly, finencidly, and persondly. There
is no vdid reason for why these students
are forced to live in an unequd world. If
education is good, society has an obliga-
tion to provideit for dl of its citizens, de-
spite ther race, dass, gender, or any other
arbitrary characteristicthey cannot control
(or combination thereof) (Kozol).

Theresult of this educationa inequa -
ity isenormous. “Thusthestate, by requir-
ing attendance but refusingto requireequa -
ity, effectivey requiresinequaity. Compul-
sory inequity, perpetuated by statelaw, too
frequently condemns our children to un-
equd lives’ (Kozol 56). Educationd inequd -
ity cannot be ignored becausethisinequd -
ity issystemic. If Post Capitaist American
society is going to ever reach its full pro-
ductivecgpabilities, d| Americans ought to
have the opportunity to see success. But,
theharmsto an unequal education in Post-
Industrid America are not jug interms of
overd| qudity.

Disparities in information retrieval
makeit difficult for students of poor schools
to adjust to Post Capitdist society. Schools
acrossthecountry aretraning studentsfor
industrial work even though the United
SaesisinaPost-Industrid era “Bdlscur-
rently ringin schools & all levdsto signd
the end of fifty minute dasses, and to pre-
pare studentsfor factory shifts characteriz-
ing an industrid age which no longer ex-




ists’ (Wade 61).

In addition to being psychologicdly
ill prepared for work inthe Post-Capitdist
age, many students lack current modes of
information retrievd and technology. “The
most powerful force driving the division
between the rich and poor isthe computer.
It separaes working Americans into two
camps. those with a good education, for
whom the computer revol ution has brought
great benefits;, and those lesser skilled
Americans who perform good and honor-
ablework ... now beng replaced by tech-
nology” (“ Tearing.....” A10). Post-Indus-
tria workersare becoming specidigsincriti-
cd thinking only withpractice. If every stu-
dent does not have equitable access to in-
formation, it isimpossible for dl students
to have the diversity of knowledge that is
key to understanding a broad, diverse
world.

Thissystemicinequdity only causes
harm. It hurts society as awhole because
thosewith diverseand unique per spectives
ae voicdess in an ea tha places a pre-
mium on communicationand discourse. The
so-called “Marketplace of Ideas” does not
function at its greatest capacity and soci-
ety begins to stagnate ideologicdly. Be
yond tha, individuas who are politicaly,
socidly, or economicdly enfranchised are
theredi pients of adisservice. They are not
ableto practice criticd thinking (gathering
informati on, synthesi zing, and problem solv-
ing) because they are not able to garner in-
formation in the first place. The United
States has the potentid to economically,
politicdly, and socidly empower or sup-
pressitscitizensin a changing job market.
In order toincreasetheviability of as many
American workers as possible al peoplein
theUnited States must recognize the mag-
nitude of the harms associ ated with unequd
education.

Section I

There are many things that can and
should bedonein order to reducethebarri-
erswithinthecurrent system of education.
These solutions are the best way by which
the Post-Indugrid United Sateswill beable
to redize a greater sense of justice, equd-
ity, and fairness.

Criticd and experientid learning for
dl students is crudid to students feeling
that they are ready and ableto succeed in
Post Capitdist economies. “The task of
goplying knowledgeis criticd to meaning-
ful educationd reform. Each student de-
serves and neads theopportunity for expe-

rientid education; for intdlectud sdf-dis-
covery; for apedagogy tha motivates au-
thentic inquiry; for a pedagogy which a-
lows gudentsto‘own’ their learning” (Wade
62). If studentsareableto feel someown-
ership in ther educationa experience, the
time they spend will be more meaningful.
They will embrace the lessons they have
learned and truly be able to competein the
219 century marketplace

A reform of pedagogy isthebest way
to affect this change acrosstheboard. This
ref orm should stressactud intdlectud un-
derstanding and application of concepts
being ddivered to students as opposed to
students being able to regurgitate facts on
an examination. Schools can do this by
emphasizing resear ch projects and discus-
sion within its dassrooms about how the
issues they are studying influence and af-
fect their everyday lives.

The ability totap into the “Informa
tion Age’ with computers and other forms
of accessing informationisvitd for dl stu-
dents. All schools should do ther best to
aff ord their students the curricular ability
to find information. “Students atending
schools with inadequate or non-existent
computer resources are dready being dis-
enfranchised from theinformation age. In-
centives need to be built into educationa
ref orm to encourage theskillsnecessary to
apply computer-based information” (\Wade
62). The Post-Capitdist United States is
evolving. In the process of thisevolution,
it is imperative tha dl students have the
opportunity to embrace critical types of
education. Students could not choose
where they were born and largdy are not
ableto choose their schools.

If the United States isto uphold its
mandate in Brown, it is necessary tha it
provideinformaiontoits students. Efforts
such as the 1996 Tel ecommuni cations Act
are good first stepstowards thisgod. The
$1.66 billion the federal government has
budgeted will incressethe ability for school s
and librariesin urban and rurd parts of the
United Statesto accesstheInternet (Lowe.
This program is not a panacea, however.
The Tdecommunications Act should be
complimented by other federd, stete, locd,
and private sector efforts to enhance the
funding rurd and urban schools receivein
bringing their schoolsup to par, not only in
the areas of computing capability and in-
formation retrieval, but how tha technol-
ogy isutilized in thedassroom.

Asanextracurricular activity, debate
isaexcellent forum that gives studentsthe

training and practice to becriticd thinkers.

Debate compeition is a rich source of op-
portunity for providing educational reform; for
leveling the playing field of unequal education;
for lowering the ingtitutional barriers of exdusion;
for motivati ng interest in infor mation.

How does one redress the inequd -
ity inherent in public education? Competi-
tion in debate teaches the communication
skillsvitd to educationd reformswhich are
criticd to the success of living in agloba
society. If one knows how to advocate on
on€'s own behdf in away tha will be ac-
knowledged by the listener, one does not
have to resort to violence to get the aten-
tion of decision-makers. (\ade62-3).

While debate opportunities are not
equal for dl students in dl situaions of
education, itis important to dlow dl stu-
dents the opportunity to compete in a fo-
rum tha alows them to expressthemsd ves
verbdly. Thisway, Post Capitdid America
will have the right workforce to compete
successfully in the globad market. Today,
many employers complan tha job appli-
cants do not possess requisiteora and writ-
ten communication skills. If the United
States is ableto train a work force where
competent communicative abilities is the
norm, Americanswill beextremey success-
ful in an ever-increasing globd marketplace.
Competitive debate can providethis srvice
for the United States, as the nature of de-
bate is to give competitors an outlet to ex-
presstheiridess verbdly. Thoseideas must
beoriginaly researched and tested in com-
petition.

Debate dso provides students train-
ing and practicein expressing ther frustra
tions which can lead to substantive
changes in the systems inwhich they live
The ability to andyze and solve problems
is atool dl employers in Post-Industrial
society are vduein employess. Moreim-
portantly, however, socid, pditicd, and eco-
nomicinstitutions can beinfused with fresh
ideas and can make changes for the better
with aminimum of conflict. Instead of us-
ing violence to express pent-up anger, per-
sons once silenced by oppression are able
to express their concerns and gain an abil-
ity to advocate ideas intheir interest.

Beyond these benefits, promotion of
competitive debate as an extracurricular
opportunity for all American students is
crucid toward promoting informationdiffu-
sion.



While greater communicati on skill s gener-
ate appropriate advocacy for educational needs,
debate competition offers potential for computer
usage. The Internet is a rich source of evidence
for both policy and value contests.... Free access
to information removes competitive barriers to
those from inner-city and rural areas who might
not have access to excellent library materials.
(Wade 63).

To provide arealistic chance for stu-
dentsto achieve excellence and understand
how to use their critica thinking skillsina
competitiveamosphere (like Post-Industrid
society), debae as a competitive activity
should be provided on an extracurricular
levd todl American students. Itissimply
unfair tojustify a system that dlows some
students to receive the benefits of debate,
whileothers havevery littleintd lectua ex-
tra-curricular activity sdection a dl, let
donecompetitivedebate Thecapacity for
students to maximize their potentid ought
not to be based on luck. Students, &s fu-
turecitizens, should bewdl trained to bean
active participant of their society and be a
pat of its lutions, not its problems.

Some would argue tha debate in a
competitiveforum woul ddienate some stu-
dents and would preclude students not
suited to competition from enjoying the
benefits of debate and other types of ac-
tivities which promote critical thinking.
However, thisisnotareason to discourage
these activities for two reasons. First, dl
students shoul d become accustomed to the
competitive amosphere of Post Capitaist
Americaand the competitiveworld market-
place. Compditive forums are a perfect
opportunity for them to experience compe-
tition. Ashistory has progressed, theclash
of ideas has shgped the way people and
institutions behave. The benefit to being
goart of thevita questions of the day and
the aptitude to relate ones own interest
strongly outwei ghstheminima cost of stu-
dent shyness and discomfort in competi-
tion.

Second, competition dlows students
to honetheir skillsand providemotivation
for students to seek out information.

Competition is that which motivates stu-
dents to more fully explore the informati on neces-
sary to achieve the levels of academic merit to
which they aspire. If a debate loss motivates one
to the library or the Internet, one is accessing the
information age. Interscholastic debate offers a
creative structure for increasing access to know -
edge. (Wade 63).

Although it isunfortunate that some
peoplemay be dienated by competition, it
isextremely important to redize that com-

petitionisnot anend untoitsdf. Competi-
tion in debae and other criticd thinking
extra-curricular activities is a means to
achieving beneficial long-term gods.

* First Main Goal
Strengthen the educational experi-

encefor all students On top of reform peda
gogy in curricular settings, students need
reinforcement outside of the classroom to
illustrate how their learning can be gpplied
and how it can be fun. Debate competi-
tiors, efter dl, ared sosodid eventsin which
students from different parts of the stete,
region, nation, and world interact and share
idess.

» Second Main Goal

Make a systemthat isjust for all citi-
zens. If thereareflawsin theway that indi-
tutionswork, theonly way that thoseinsti-
tutionswill ever changewithout bloodshed
isthroughcriticd reflection and discussion.
Elite persons have had the ability to per-
suasively mantaintheir resources because
they possess the communication skills to
uphold structures that benefit themseves.
In order to bal ancethe power and levd the
playing fidd, persons not expressing the
dominent paradigm should havetheir voices
heard. Debae functions as a perfect op-
portunity for students to receive the skills
necessary for the expression of their si-
lenced voices.

Indeed, astheUnited Saes and other
indugridized powers moveintothe 21 cen-
tury, it is of growing importance that the
United States provided | of itsstudentswith
the tools necessary to succeed. Because
the premium has moved away from brute
strength totheability to garner information,
synthesizeit, and use it solve problems, the
United States must rethink its current
method of educating its populaion.

The United States has an obligation
to dl of itscitizens to provide access to
equal education, the “Information Age”
and extracurricular opportunities such as
competitive debate. Industrializaion d-
lowed the United Statesto bridgethe rich/
poor gap by providing jobs for dl sectors
of American society. Today, the United
States isin a unique position to avoid per-
manent socdi o-economicinjusticeand strati-
fication. By providing opportunitiesto al
sectors of American public educaion, the
United States fulfills itsobligation to “es-
tablishjustice” and protect farnessand give
al people asubstantive ability to exercise
therrights. Truly, asAmericans, weought
to strivetoward amore just society by giv-

ing dl of our citizens the equal ability to
experience and enjoy dl of the bendfits of
living inthis society.

(Michdin Massey is novice debate coach
at theU niversity of Colorado--Boulder. A
senior at the University of Colorado ma-
joringin Political Science, Mr. Massey has
an extensive background in political phi-
losophy and argumentation. He served as
a faculty member at the National Debate
Forum Lincoln-Douglas Debate Institute
at theU niversity of Minnesotain 1999, an
NDF teaching fellow in 1998, and Na-
tional Debate Education Project seminars
in Washington and Utah. He judges
throughout the nation as an invited critic.
As a competitor, Mr. Massey was an NFL
high-point leader in 1996 and won or ad-
vanced to late dimination roundsat many
tournaments both in high school and col-
lege.)
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