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In the Manchester, Vermont region there are four alpine ski areas with two very different philosophies.  Bromley and Magic Mountain are smaller, family-oriented ski mountains that are preserving the classic Vermont experience of windy trails and compact base areas.  On the other end of the spectrum are Stratton and Okemo resorts that have chosen to cater to the masses of wealthy tourists.  These two upscale resorts charge liberally for access to wide, groomed slopes, sprawling condo developments, and golf courses.  This dichotomy makes the affordability of Bromley and Magic Mountain crucial for the majority of local residents.  
Bromley was founded in 1936 by Milwaukee beer scion Fred Pabst, has long been famous for its unique south-facing slopes.  SKI magazine recently ranked Bromley #2 in the Nation for Family Programs.  For over 25 years Bromley has hosted a ski and ride weekend where up to 2,000 Boy Scouts troops from all over the Northeast and Midwest get to visit the mountain.  Bromley has a family Thrill Zone to provide summer fun for locals and visitors with an alpine slide, climbing wall, deval karts, water slide, and more.  One new summer activity is the First Annual Bromley Mountain Fair.  This celebration of local craft, art, food and music with 100 exhibitors, including traditional artists and artisans, quilters, glass blowers, chandlers, soap makers, weavers, plus Vermont specialty foods including maple syrup, honey, salsa, and apple cider. (www.bromley.com 4/27/04)  
There is an equally strong commitment to the local community evident in the Bromley Outing Club, which runs a low-cost after-school ski program.  The Bromley Outing Club also organizes a Weekend Competition Program for alpine, freestyle and snowboard events that is designed to help local kids develop physically, psychologically, and socially.  “The goal of the program is to foster excellence in skiing and snowboarding, provide a stimulating experience that is fun, and teach appropriate standards of behavior in competitive situations (sportsmanship).”  There were over 600 students per week receiving ski and snowboard lessons through the Bromley Outing Club this winter. (bromleyoutingclub.com 4/28/04)
The club’s Weekend Race Program was built on the philosophy that all children should be given the opportunity to ski or ride.  The BOC hopes to allow every interested child the opportunity to participate, but the club’s busy race schedule has made searching for additional funding a hard job to accomplish.  The race program is still rather expensive at $750 per year, but there is scholarship money available for qualified participants.  (www.bromleyoutingclub.com 4/28/04)
The Bromley Outing Club entices parent volunteers by offering a free lift ticket on the race day, free lunch, and a chance to meet other parents.  In February the BOC hosts the very successful Silent Auction and dance following the Torch Light Parade and Fireworks.  There is also a Ski-A-Thon in March to benefit BOC programs and the Family Challenge where kids and parents compete on the race hill followed by a trip to Wild Wings for a cross country challenge.  The Bromley Outing Club coordinates with the Burr and Burton Academy and Long Trail School to offer athletes midweek afternoon and weekend training open to athletes in seventh grade and higher.  This provides high quality training programs and prevents the top local athletes from having to move away to attend a sports academy. 

In 1951, the Junior Instructional Snowsports Program was founded to provide affordable skiing lessons to local children.  Today, the program costs $75 for ten days of alpine, cross-country ski, or snowboard lessons throughout the season.  Local town coordinators help to arrange student’s transportation to Bromley Mountain and rental equipment is provided for about $60 - $70 for the season from the Bromley Rental Shop.  These weekly classes for students in grades three through six are taught by volunteer instructors who are trained by the BOC coaching staff.  The program is available to students at Fisher, Dorset, Burr and Burton, Mettawee, The Mountain School, and other schools near Bromley, Stratton, Okemo, and Killington.  Private classes are available for special needs athletes through the newly created, Bart J. Ruggiere Adaptive Sports Center at Bromley Mountain. (www.bromleyoutingclub.com 4/28/04)
I talked with John Teaford, the director of the Bromley Outing Club about their programs.  He said that the Club is in the process of internal restructuring that will provide more staff for public relations and funding in the future.  He stressed that a $45 fee charged for JISP by all ski resorts except Stratton is their most significant expense.  He would be very interested in a statewide program that provided funds to offset this $45 expense for every student involved in the program.  John said that the JISP program was created to provide Vermonter’s access to the ski resorts that have increasingly become affordable only to out of state tourists.  John also said that the BOC has thought about expanding their program to include Nordic skiing.  During the summer, they shift gears into a more typical outing club by organizing mountain bike, hiking, rafting, and camping trips in the area. (Teaford)
This student’s quote, from the website of the Fisher elementary school in Arlington, illustrates the positive impact of the program on local kids.  “On Wednesdays people go to JISP. I go to JISP too, I ski. I think it is lots of fun. Sometimes I go skiing with my cousin, my uncle, and Jamie. When I go to JISP, I ride up with a third grader, another fourth grader, a fifth grader, and a sixth grader. I ride up with ALL boys except their mother. I am in a level between b and c. The other people in my level are Mia, Garth, a girl named Jessica, and the other named Britney, (ther're sisters!) The instructor's name is Leo! He is really nice.” (www.fisher.k12.vt.us 5/4/04)
Magic Mountain is the other local, family-oriented ski area in the Manchester area.  According to their website, “Magic Mountain in Londonderry is a true renaissance of the old- fashioned Vermont mountain area experience.” (www.magicmtn.com 4/28/04)  Magic Mountain was closed from 1991 until 1997 has recently made a comeback from bankruptcy and reopened their lifts.  Surrounded by much larger resorts, Magic is a small, but steep mountain.  The ticket prices at Magic Mountain are $46 or $36 for an adult or junior full day.  There are special discounts provided, including the $20 Sunday Afternoon Special and Food Bank Day Wednesday, where the donation of a non perishable food item earns $5 off lift ticket rates.  The Magic Mountain Training Center’s Alpine Club provides the highest level of training with USSCA certified coaches for developing ski racers. (www.magicmtn.com 4/28/04)
This online review gives a nice overview of the mountain.  “Magic is located in Londonderry, VT (18 mi from Manchester), in the heart of southern Vermont ski country, and its western exposure provides views of Bromley to the west, Stratton to the southwest, and Okemo to the north (all about 20 min away).  The Magic base area has a simple layout compared to the sprawling condo villages found at many other resorts and the base lodge is nice and spacious, allowing families much room to spread out and not encroach on other patrons.  The lift system does leave a bit to be desired, although they do have a no-wait lift line guarantee. They have two long, slow, ancient lifts to the summit: the red double and the black triple.  It's laid-back atmosphere is great for families and the terrain offers many surprises and challenges for advanced skiers.” (www.newenglandski.com 4/29/04)

There are a wide variety of Nordic venues in the Manchester area that also range from down-home to upscale.  The Prospect Ski Mountain Touring Center in Bennington maintains over 30 kilometers of trails.  Prospect Mountain is a world-class cross country skiing facility that has organized numerous successful races including numerous Vermont State High Schools Nordic Ski Championships.  The ski area hosts monthly Moonlight Dinner and Ski Tour buffet dinners in the Base Lodge followed by a ski tour in the light of the moon.  Prospect is also the site of another Bill Koch Ski League program where local kids ski twice a week with top notch coaches. (www.prospectmountain.com  4/30/04)

Viking Ski Touring Centre in Londonderry is celebrating a 32 year history on gently rolling terrain with trails for all abilities.  This family-oriented area was voted #1 in Vermont Nordic areas.  A third area, Wild Wings Ski Touring Center in Peru offers family oriented skiing through woods, along brooks in a snow pocket location.  The center is run by longtime friends of the Bromley Outing Club, the Black family.  The Mount Anthony Union High School Located in Bennington has taken advantage of the multitude of Nordic skiing in the region.  The MUA boy’s Nordic team enjoyed an impressive streak as Vermont Division I State Champions from 1992 to 1996.

The most significant historical ski hill is Sugar Bush in East Jamaica.  The area operated from the 1940's until at least 1953.  In 1952, with about 270 feet of vertical, they had 2 rope tows, 3 slopes, 5 trails, jumps, and a ski patrol.  Here's a quote from an ad that appeared in the 1953 publication Ski Time.  “Ski more, pay less, ride rope tows.  An ideal family area.  Designed for inexpensive skiing,” (

The Manchester area is already a hotbed of ski instruction programs for local kids, but could benefit tremendously from additional funding.  A Nordic skiing program would also be one helpful addition to creating a more diverse program.  With the most expensive ski area in the country (Stratton) and others that could go that way, it is vital to maintain affordable programs that get the local kids on snow.
Manchester region:

DH: Magic Mountain, Bromley, Okemo, Stratton
XC: Prospect Mountain, Wild Wings, Viking Ski Touring Centre

MTB: Prospect Mountain
Schools: Mount Anthony Union High School great XC team, local elementary after school programs 

History: Bromley 1936, Sugar Bush 1940’s, Magic Mountain 1960

Chittenden County:

DH: Bolton Valley, Cochran’s

XC: Bolton Valley, Catamount, Sleepy Hollow, Ethan Allen Nordic Center
MTB: Bolton Valley, Catamount, Sleepy Hollow
Schools: Huntington, No. Ave. Christian School, Richmond, Jericho and Underhill, Hinesburg, Starksboro, Pine Ridge, Williston at Cochran’s after school, CVU, MMU, Colchester high schools have strong xc ski teams, UVM, Champlain College
History: wide variety of local ski hills now abandoned 

Addison County: 

DH: Middlebury Snow Bowl, 

XC: Rikert Ski Touring Center, Blueberry Hill

MTB: ?

Some existing community involvement, 

strong appreciation for community at MSB,

one of the state’s oldest and richest ski histories at Middlebury.
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Stratton is a ski resort known for catering to its glitzy clientele. And the prices certainly reflect that.  Stratton is also known as the birthplace of snowboarding, where Jake Burton first strapped on his revolutionary invention and started carving turns. And Stratton has proven to be very popular with snowboarders by holding weekly boardercross races and hosting the U.S. Open Snowboarding Championships.

Stratton Mountain School is a ski and snowboard academy located at the base of Stratton Mountain in the heart of the Green Mountains of Southern Vermont. Our community of students, academic faculty, coaches, and administrators all share the pursuit of excellence in education and sport.
The Stratton Ski & Board Club is dedicated to enhancing the skiing and boarding experience for all members of the Stratton community. In addition to the clubroom and social activities available to members, the Club provides volunteer and financial support to the seasonal competitive junior programs, to ski patrol, to Otis Clinic, to the general public who ski at Stratton, and to the local community.  $250 family membership fee for use of club house.  A wine and cheese dinner is one of four evening events at the club house.

At nearby Okemo Mountain, there is a non profit Alpine Racing Association that provides support to all athletes in the Alpine, Snowboard, and Freestyle Competition Programs at Okemo Mountain Resort.  OMARA provides Equipment, Competitor Aid, Scholarships to Okemo Mountain School, and promotes a healthy athletic environment.

Membership in OMARA now entitles you to an expanded list of discounts at local businesses.  
New Learning Center Program for parents of children registered in Okemo's Alpine Competition program! 

Okemo’s prices and website reflect a first class attitude focused on wealthy tourists.  The $42 ticket price for juniors. The biggest drawbacks I've found are the crowds and the prices. Okemo has become extremely popular in recent years, and the ticket prices reflect their huge investment in snowmaking and grooming.

Here's information on the Hurley Ski Training Area, which is located in Jericho, VT on the Camp Ethan Allen Military Training Site  There are 2 trails, 400ft vert. and a complete poma. The area was used in the early days of skiing to train reservists attached to the 10th Mountain Division. I'm pretty sure that this little unknown area actually had a lot to do with the historical evolution of skiing in New England! This area was never opened to the public, so I'll be surprised if you even find a listing for it. 

Chapman Hill
Williston Ski Associates
Williston, VT
There is a limit of 25 family members that can sign up according to the charter. There is a great mix of old and young blood making this private operation remain operable. 

Sleepy Hollow ski-family-owned, dedicated to local ski community (Eli Enman CVU ski coach), hosts weekly public and high school races, mountain biking

Rossignol Demo/Rental Center 

CVU High School Ski Team: If you go to CVU and enjoy the outdoors, join the xc ski team!

Citizens Racers: Team Sleepy Hollow exists to provide support to nordic skiers who are serious about getting better and/or love to race. Essentially, we are a group of skiers who enjoy training with others and are working to raise the level of nordic skiing in Vermont.

Bill Koch Youth Ski League: We are privileged to be home of the Bill Koch Youth Ski League for Southern Chittenden County. The Sleepy Hollow BKYSL is an inclusive program for young skiers. The league practices once a week on Friday afternoon at 3pm as well as Saturday morning at 9:30 am. Get your kids on snow! This program is open to all kids age 3-13 from all neighboring towns.

Bill Koch League, an organization dedicated to introducing young people to the lifelong sport of cross-country skiing with all of its recreational, social, fitness, and competitive opportunities. Clubs in this district are located in Addison, Chittenden, Franklin, and Washington counties of Vermont.

The purpose of the West River Nordic Ski Club is to foster a life long love of cross-country skiing for all ages. To accomplish this, we provide three different levels of involvement for young skiers. We start with a game based introduction for the youngest skiers. The opportunities expand, as the skiers get older, with more days and skill development. Skiers of all ages are welcome to participate in the weekend races.
Ethan Allen Firing Range. The range, the site of Vermont's Mountain Warfare School, is one of the premier cross-country ski and biathlon facilities in North America. 

Combining the sports of cross-country skiing with precision target shooting, the biathlon has evolved from an ancient hunting method to military ski patrols, to an Olympic and World Cup sport. It requires strength, endurance, solid skating skills and a high degree of shooting accuracy. Add cold and changing snow conditions to the mix and you have one of the toughest physical and mental challenges a competitor can face. 

The Ethan Allen Firing Range in Jericho is home to one of the premiere biathlon training facilities in North America and is managed by the National Guard. 

	Ethan Allen Nordic Center 
	Alan Nye
	Camp Johnson, Bldg 3
Colchester, VT 05446 
	(802) 654-0316/0318 
anyeessex@aol.com 


The mission of each RCE is to offer motivated young athletes the chance to start biathlon at an early age and pursue their Olympic dreams. Specifically, they provide quality coaching and racing opportunities to regional biathletes, with an emphasis on junior athlete development. 

Ethan Allen Nordic Center 

Contact: Dan Westover (802) 899-1340
The Ethan Allen RCE draws athletes from all corners of the world. Every year it hosts both summer and winter competitions. The Jericho, VT facility was the site of the 1998 US Olympic Biathlon Trials. It has also welcomed the World Military Ski Championships on several occasions, most recently in March, 2001. Junior athletes come from all over New England to train at the world-class facility located in the midst of Vermont's Green Mountains. As the closest range to the USBA's home office, this facility also functions as an important training venue for the US National Team, the US Junior National Team, the Army World Class Athlete Program, and the National Guard Biathlon Team. 

The Ethan Allen Nordic Center in Jericho was established by the US Biathlon Association to provide a venue for the development of internationally competitive biathletes.  This world class training site is probably the least used of the four regional centers of excellence in the country.  Similar to the Main Winter Sports Center areas, the site was outfitted with a 50 meter shooting range and well designed cross country ski trails.  Unfortunately, the community access and athlete development programs have not shared the same success as we saw in Maine.  Part of the challenge is the restricted public access to the site because of it’s status as a Vermont National Guard training site.  There is, however, a flourishing Bill Koch Ski League that trains and races at the Range throughout the winter.  This program is rather expensive and seems to be focused towards kids and families that have already had prior experience with Nordic skiing.  The league has a strong coaching program that keeps kids motivated once they get out on skis.  There are numerous experienced local volunteers involved in the program.  The initial community involvement is not yet at the level of the Maine Winter Sports Center, but that’s our job.  We have the facilities, volunteers, snow, heritage, and enthusiasm to allow VRAD to take off statewide.
This Maine RCE has become an invaluable resource for the development of skiing and biathlon in Maine and for the development and growth of the sport of biathlon in the United States.

 After closing for the 1998-99 ski season, Bolton Valley reopened in 1999-2000 under new ownership and is looking to develop more of an all-season family destination resort. This new ownership group appears to have a clearer vision on how to develop and market the mountain compared to the previous owner, who when buying the mountain out of bankruptcy prior to the 97-98 ski season failed to obtain rights to the base lodge.

the extreme skiing Delauriers brothers grew up there 

Catamount is a wonderful family owned ski and bike center in the heart of Chittenden County.  The owners, Jim and Lucy McCullough converted their family farm into a family oriented outdoor recreation area.  Their bed and breakfast is the house that Vermont’s first governor, Thomas Chittenden built in 1801.   

The closest downhill skiing to Burlington is out in Bolton Valley
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 or at the small tow-rope slope at Cochran’s in Richmond. But there’s a thriving Nordic ski center just out of town: the Catamount Family Center in Williston

This property, 450 plus acres, and the main house, have been in the McCullough family since 1873. The vision that Jim and Lucy have upheld includes multiple use and conservation techniques to keep their land open to the public and free from development into the next century....

The Cochran family opened their first rope tow in 1961 to provide skiing for their children and neighboring kids during the week. Since then the backyard training area has grown into a challenging ski area with expanded lifts and slopes. But the love and thrill of downhill skiing that started the Cochran's on the road to World Cup and Olympic competition still permeates the Cochran Ski Area, the downhill ski area with the cross-country atmosphere. Friendly people, interesting skiing.
In the summer of 1998, Cochran's Ski Area became a nonprofit corporation with the goal of providing area youth and families with affordable skiing and snowboarding,  lessons and race training,  in the Cochran tradition.  "No child will be denied the opportunity to ski or ride."  Scholarships and employment opportunities are available for those in need. “To provide affordable skiing/snowboarding, lessons and race training for area youths and families and continue the tradition Mickey & Ginny have created".

Cochran clarify the "Soul" of Cochran's which is defined as "Vermont's ski area for kids" and is now working with Dave Healy at developing a logo, slogans, brochures and an advertising campaign.  A market survey, directed by Holly Wilkinson-Ray, is just being completed which will give us valuable information on what past, current and potential Cochran skiers would like to see happen at the Area.  

According to VT Tramway reports, "Lincoln Sports" operated an 800' rope tow in Lincoln, VT starting in 1975. The area was quite brief, and had closed in 1977. 

Thanks to Matthew Boulanger, we know a bit more of this ski tow that once operated in Lincoln.  

"There is an area that we all referred to as "the Lincoln Ski Tow" in the town of Lincoln just up the road from Bristol. The base is practically in Lincoln Center and there is one trail, probably over 500 vertical feet. It is a popular sledding hill and to my knowledge it is owned by the town and managed by some sort of a town recreation department. You can still see some of the wheel rims and telephone poles. About 8 years ago I helped clear brush there as a part of a community service project, and I was under the impression that there was talk of putting a tow back in, but alas it never happened. Still, there is hope."
1921 The Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Association formed with the Middlebury Outing Club as a charter member of the organization. Its purpose was the promotion of interest in intercollegiate ski running and the adoption of uniform rules at ski meets. (The competition seemed more like a cold weather Boy Scout Jamboree.)

1934 First trails cut at Snow Bowl--making the Bowl the third oldest ski area in Vermont.

1935 New ski jump and downhill course established on Chipman Hill.

1936 CCC boys came over from Rochester and spent more than a thousand manual hours on a new trail at Bread Loaf to be known as the Widows Clearing Ski Trail.
Skiing becomes a minor sport in women's college.


1938 Town unite to build ski center and log cabin.
 1939 First Middlebury Women's ski team formed.

1940 Construction of tow at Bread Loaf completed.

1954 The Snow Bowl was open for 110 days of skiing.
Worth Mt. Poma installed:
first U.S. customer of the Poma Lift Corporation.
first college to put in an overhead cable lift. 

Snow Bowl Rates--Lift and Tows:
All day $3.50 Half day 2.50 Single ride .35 The Snow Bowl was open for 95 days of skiing.

TEAM FIRSTS

1921 Men skiers compete at McGill University

1933 Men's winter sports team formed

1934 Mountain Club holds first Winter Carnival

First ski trails cut at snow bowl

Ski jump built on Chipman Hill

1939 Women's ski team formed

Men win Middlebury Carnival

1948 Men win National Championships

1976 Women win Naitonal Championships

Carroll and Jane Rikert Ski Touring Center

Located at the Bread Loaf Campus of Middlebury College as a winter recreation area for students, alumni, parents, and other cross-country enthusiasts.

Blueberry Hill  With over 30 years of cross country ski experience we offer over 75 km of trails within the 22,000 acres of protected lands of the Mossalamoo Region , of the Green Mountain National Forest , and groomed (classical and skating) with state of the art grooming equipment.

We promote a variety of trails from our Beginner Trail (gently rolling 5 km), the Hogback Trail (rated as one of the most scenic trails in Vermont), to the more advanced trail, Romance Trail (highest groomed trail in Vermont - 3000 ft.).
