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AREA RESEARCH REPORT

Purpose

1)  to explore in depth one area of interest to you in the field of environmental studies;

2)  to practice asking questions and describing this field from diverse perspectives;

3)  to collect scholarly articles and other relevant sources of information which may be useful for future senior thesis research.

4)  to learn and/or practice writing a formal research paper

Assignment:

A.  Outline, Abstract and Bibliography 




Due April 2 

1)  Choose an area of interest for your focus.  The topic should be broad enough to provide you with a literature foundation out of which you can select a thesis or project topic but narrow enough to give you a manageable focus.  Sample topics: sustainable agriculture, energy planning, land use conservation, a regional case study, wetlands preservation.  Your job is to bring an interdisciplinary, environmental, systems perspective to your topic as you explore the literature.  

2)  Prepare a one-page bibliography and one-two-page outline for your preliminary topic.  The outline should follow the prescribed format for the essay, adding phrases for each section and subsection (see examples in class).  For this first round, the bibliography should be minimally 10 (ten) entries, including at least three books and two scholarly articles.  Annotate your entries with a 1-2 sentence description of the information they contain.

3)  Write a one paragraph abstract summarizing what you plan to write about.

B.  Area Research Report


Draft Parts i, ii, 1, 6 due April 9








Final for all sections due April 16

1)  Investigate your topic in depth, with the goal of gaining a broad overview of the field of study.  You are trying to get a sense of realms of endeavor, subareas of interest, key issues, important writers and researchers in the field.  At first this challenge will seem overwhelming, but gradually you will begin to see some patterns emerge from your sources.  Read broadly in the scholarly literature, drawing primarily on books, anthologies, and peer-reviewed journal articles.  Talk to people in the field.  Call up those you already interviewed and contact new people.  They can help you with written sources as well as answer questions directly.  To achieve adequate depth and understanding of your topic, you should expect to review at least 8-10 books, 5-8 scholarly articles, and 3-5 popular articles -- a minimum of 20 references total.

2)  Drawing on your diverse sources, organize your information into a 20-22 double-spaced page paper (margins 1- 1.25", type size 12 pt) with appropriate literature citations and a Table of Contents.  Important: Follow the section outline below.  This is not the same as other papers you may have written.  Each section serves to illuminate a different interdisciplinary aspect of your subject.

Area Research Report Outline

i.
Cover page with 1 paragraph Abstract (1 page)


The cover page should have name course and date.  The abstract should be substantially rewritten after you have finshed your paper.  It not only identifies what you are writing about but also highlights key issues and conclusions.  The abstract can repeat content in the text (even word for word) and everything in it should be covered in the text.

ii.
Table of Contents with page numbers (1 page)

iii
Introduction – optional but a good idea (1 page)

1.0
Major Concepts -- In narrative format, list and describe the major concepts, values, theories which are crucial to understanding your topic.  Show how your topic is "environmental".  Include helpful definitions, important subareas of work, and a "roadmap" through the territory.  This section should be written in present tense in an explanatory or didactic voice, giving a picture of the field or topic area as it stands now.  For most topics, this section will be the longest and should reflect the breadth of your research.  (4-6 pages)

2.0
History -- Give a historical overview of your topic in a broad sweep, highlighting significant trends and events that have been turning points in its development (i.e. passage of a law, key scientific discovery, new technological breakthrough, natural disasters, new theories).  Write this section in past tense, as if you are telling the story of the field and how it took shape.  (3-4 pages)

3.0
Political/Legal -- List significant laws or regulations passed with regard to your topic or describe signficant initiatives taken by political agencies or administrations (i.e. Clinton's health care reform plan, the National Environmental Policy Act/NEPA, Vermont's Act 250).  Write this section from a regulatory point of view, showing the legally defined aspects of your field.  (2-4 pages)

4.0
Social (Influences and Implications) – Describe any social influences affecting this area such as mores, culture, demographic change, economic issues or social movements.  What social impacts are addressed in this field?  What kind of issues related to equity and social justice arise in this field, and how are they commonly addressed?  Note that these topics may or may not be explicitly addressed in your sources.  Report on what you find as well as what seems to be missing.  (1-2 pages)

5.0
Research Methods --Describe 3-4 research methods used by people in your area of interest (i.e. field work, lab work, surveys, legal research).  Give specific examples for each type of research you describe.  How do people in this area obtain new and original information?  How is it communicated and to whom?  This should give you ideas of how you might research a specific question for your thesis. (2-3 pages)

6.0
Current Issues -- Points of controversy often define the edges of a field of endeavor. What issues in your field are currently receiving a lot of attention, with people taking strong positions?  List several hot issues, giving a brief description of each and a sense of the diversity of opinions about each.  Write this section in a journalist's voice, reporting conflicting points of view.  (4-5 pages)

7.0
Conclusion -- Review the material you've compiled and summarize key trends, "burning questions", and the breadth of the field.  Your job is to integrate your findings and display an interdisiplinary perspective on the topic.  Show clearly the enviromental relevance, area of influence and context of activity for your field. (1-2 pages)

8.0
Bibliography -- List alphabetically and single-spaced with a space between each entry, all books, book chapters, and articles you used, following a standard style manual.  Chapters in anthologies should each be listed separately by author.  Pamphlets and other casual literature can be referred to in the text, but do not belong in the bibliography.  Personal citations referring to conversations or interviews should be listed as footnotes.

Additional Appendices (not part of the 20-22 pages):

9.0
Major publications -- Provide a list of key scholarly journals and popular references that focus on your topic area.  These can be xeroxed directly from a sourcelist rather then retyping them. (1-5 pages)

10.0
Major organizations -- Attach a list of organizations doing work in your area.  Include names, addresses, phones, or pages from directories if they are available.  These can also be xeroxed directly from the sources. (1- 5 pages)

11.0
Major websites -- Though web sites come and go, some have become significant resources to particular fields.  List 5-10 sites important to your field, commenting briefly on their content and usefulness. (1-5 pages)

12.0
Educational and career opportunities -- List graduate programs, professional schools, training programs, internships, volunteer and career opportunities in your topic area.  Include materials gathered for the Career Research assignment if applicable.  (1-5 pages)

More on Format & Content:

(a)  Cover page with Abstract and Table of Contents – The abstract can go right on the cover page to save paper.  Please provide a Table of Contents for your paper, showing an outline of topics covered, with page numbers.

(b)  Headings -- Use a system of subheadings and text organization.  This can be based in the decimal system, as below, or simply use the subheadings without numbers.  For example:


3.0  Political/Legal Aspects of Marine Mammal Conservation



There were many important laws passed in the 1960s and 1970s which affected marine mammal species...


3.1  Endangered Species Act



The Endangered Species Act was passed in...


3.2  Marine Mammal Protection Act 



A radical piece of legislation at the time, the MMPA accomplished many important changes.

(c)  Voice -- The writing voice for this paper should be objective, a reporting voice, not a personal voice.  You are gathering information from others and reporting on it; you want to do this as accurately as possible without indicating your opinion.  Simply by what you choose to report, you are shaping the text as a writer.

(d)  Organizating your work – Follow the outline above.  Look in The Writer’s Brief Handbook for advice on research strategies.  There is a whole section with its own tab called “The Research Paper.”  Even if you are an old hand at researching, it has good tips.

(e)  Citations – Choose a method of citing references from The Writer’s Brief Handbook and stick to that style.  (I prefer APA or CMS.)  Cite your sources in the text.  For example:


These concepts of plate tectonics were first described by Rock (1976) ... although ideas of mechanisms explaining climate change were as yet poorly understood (Rains, 1990).  The study of volcanic eruptions and human health provide "10,000 years of accurate data" (Burns, 1986, p.13).

The page number is given only if you use a quotation.  Quotations longer than three lines should be set off in the body of the page by indenting and using single space.  All references cited should be listed in the bibliography.  As a rule of thumb, the body of the text should read independently of the quotes; i.e. you should not rely on others' words to replace your own writing.

(f)
Giving credit where credit is due:  If a sentence or paragraph expresses generally well-known public information, you do not need to cite any source.  If the entire paragraph refers to the work of one author, you should cite that author at the beginning or end of the paragraph.   If you are referring to an author's work in a single sentence and the information is specific, include a specific reference.  Always provide citations for quotes.  Your job as a writer is to show your reader that you have used your sources accurately and have done an adequate job of research.  Your readers should be able to find the material you used on their own and see for themselves how they feel about the author's work.  Your citations are a tracking device to enable someone else to follow your research path through the references you used.  Web sites should be cited as well as printed materials; give adequate information to fully identify the site and the selection from it.  See The Writer’s Brief Handbook on how to cite websites.


Plagiarism is not acceptable under the University of Vermont's academic standards.  This means you should not take someone else's words or work and represent it as your own.  Guard against plagiarism by paraphrasing and summarizing an author's work and by providing adequate citation for all sources used, as many times as necessary.

Sources of Information:

1)  Scholarly books and articles -- most easily recognizable by extensive footnotes or literature cited sections.  These are works that represent significant investigation into a single topic, either as surveyed in the literature or in original research or interpretation.  Anthologies can be very helpful in many interdisciplinary environmental fields.  Peer-reviewed journals are those publications where academics present the findings of their original work.  In order to be published they must be reviewed by other peers; this should give them some credibility.  Examples: Ecology Law Quarterly, Cultural Survival, Conservation Biology.

2)  Popular periodicals -- broader overviews of subjects, often done by journalists or secondary researchers.  These are useful in getting you oriented in an area, but should not serve as your primary sources of information.  They generally have few references, and often carry a particular political point of view.  Examples: Audubon, Buzzworm, Sierra, VNRC Newsletter.

3)  Mixed scholarly/opinion -- Some journals, often international journals, carry both opinion pieces and scholarly research articles.  You can draw on both of these, but be clear whether you are citing someone's opinion (as in an editorial) or a piece of documented research.  Examples: Development, The Ecologist, Wild Earth.

4)  Computer Data Bases -- You should use these to find the articles listed above.  Though Nexus Lexus does give full printouts of articles, many of these are news releases from wire services.  Be sure you can cite the actual publication place and date for anything you take off the computer.  

5)  Internet -- The internet can be helpful in doing scholarly research, but it is very difficult to assess the quality of information on various web sites.  Only cite material you can attribute to a specific author, and look primarily for material which documents its sources.  

6)  Personal Interviews -- If you gain useful information from a person in your field, you may cite or quote them, giving the full name and title.  Then acknowledge the person in the body of the text or in a footnote, not in the bibliography (which means "list of books").  Check The Writer’s Brief Handbook for how to cite interviews and personal communications.

Sample Bibliography  (should always be listed in alphabetical order):

(book)  
Archibald, Sean.  1988.  Marine Protected Areas.  London: Chapman and Hill. 
(popular  
Dean, Sara.  1993.  "Traveling with Tortoises", Audubon, 42(2): 104-108. 

 periodical) 

 

(anthology 
Fisher, Matthew.  1992.  "Educating Marine Eco-tourists about Rare Corals", 
chapter)
in Franklin, John, ed., Marine Eco-Tourism.  Miami: U. of Florida Press.  

(scholarly 
Howland, Virginia.  1993.  "Counts of Tortoise Egg Damage at Tortugera

 journal)
Beach, Costa Rica, 1988-1992", J. of Marine Mammal Biology 15(3): 6-10.   

Grading:  This assignment is worth 30% of your grade.  More important than grades, a good effort on this report can go a long way toward your senior thesis literature review.  Late papers will be graded down 5% for each day they are late.  

General:   If you have questions, ask me!

Don’t freak out!  I know that every one of you can do this paper.  And, if it is on a topic you are interested in and you get started now, you will truly enjoy doing it!
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