Sociology 122/WGST 101
                                                                              Prof. Beth Mintz

Women and Gender in Society                             SYLLABUS                   Fall 2011


 Office Hours:
Tues and Thurs: 8:30-9:30 in 204, 31 So. Prospect

  and by appointment;  656-2163; bmintz@uvm.edu

Required Readings:
Taylor, Whittier, and Rupp, Feminist Frontiers 
Essig, American Plastic 
Edut, Body Outlaws 




Miller, Getting Played
Blackboard Readings: The following are required and available on-line. (BB in Schedule)
Armstrong et al. “Sexual Assault on Campus: A Multilevel, Integrative, Approach to Party Rape” 

Boyle, “That’s So Fun”

Caputi, “The Pornography of Everyday Life”

Cofer, “The Myth of the Latin Woman”
Dines,  “The White Man’s Burden”

Douglas, “Enlightened Sexism”
Dozier, “Beards, Breasts, and Bodies: Doing Sex in a Gendered World”
Engstrom, “Unraveling the Knot”

Fine, “Unraveling Hardwiring”

Gill, “Supersexualize Me”

Goldman, “La Princesa Plastica”
Hall, “The Whites of Their Eyes”
Harris, “Who Will Braid My Hair Today?” 
Haslanger, “Gender and Social Construction: Who?  What? When?  Where? How?”

Haubegger, “I’m Not Fat, I’m Latina”
hooks, “Beloved Community”

Kaminker, “For Millions of American Women, Roe is Already History”
Lavigne, “Death Wore Black Chiffon: Sex and Gender in CSI”

McKay and Johnson, “Pornographic Eroticism and Sexual Grotesquerie in Representations of African American Sportswomen”
Mernissi, “Size 6: The Western Women’s Harem”

Nelson, “The Pink Dragon is Female”

Ouellette, “Take Responsibility for Yourself”

Rogers, “Hetero Barbie?”

Rose, “There are Bitches and Hoes”

Rosenberg,  “(Rethinking) Gender”

Serano, “Coming to Terms with Transgenderism and Transexuality”  

Tait, “Television and the Domestication of Cosmetic Surgery”

Wong, “When I Was Growing Up”

Zia, “Where Race & Gender Meet: Racism, Hate Crimes, and Pornography”

COURSE OVERVIEW:  During the semester, we will consider some of the most critical problems related to the development of gender roles.  While other historical periods and societies will be treated frequently, an emphasis will be placed on contemporary society.  As part of this, the relationship between gender, race, class, and sexuality will be an important focus.  Class will be informal and discussion strongly encouraged.  The overall objective of the course will be to develop a broad theoretical perspective, through which we can analyze the diverse set of women’s roles.
 Course Requirements

Final Exam  (40 points) 

7 article summaries (15 points)

Exercises (40 points) 


Extra-curricula activities (5 points)

Evaluation

A+
= 
97 or more points
C+
77-79

F  = under 60

A
=
94-96 points

C
74-76

A-
=
90-93 points

C-
70-73

B+
=
87-89 points

D+ 
67-69

B
=
84-86 points

D
64-66

B-
=
80-83 points

D-
60-63



Final Exam
Your final exam will be in essay format and will cover all course material including readings, lectures, discussions, and films.  It will be in class on Monday, December 12 at 1:30-4:15 P.M.
Exercises
You will be assigned four exercises.  (There will be no make-ups; please do not ask for an exception.)  

Exercise #1 (attached) is due in class on 9/13  (10 points).  


Exercise #2 is due in class on 11/1     (10 points).


Exercise #3 is due in class on  11/15     (10 points).  


Exercise #4 is due in class on  12/1     (10 points).  

Article Summaries 
Please submit a total of 6 summaries of at least one of the articles assigned on a given day, either from our main text or from blackboard readings (15 points).  Articles summarized must be at least five pages in length. These are designed to facilitate class discussion or provide background for lecture and, thus, are to be submitted (typed) in class on or before the day that the article is assigned.  (Please have the readings for the day completed for class that day).  You must submit at least one summary, every 2 weeks and you must be in class on the day that you hand it in to get credit.  Each summary should include the date for which the article was assigned and the date that the summary was handed in.  Summaries should address the following questions:


a. What are the author’s main arguments or hypotheses?

b. What type of evidence or research does the author present in support of his/her argument?



c.   What are some of the implications of the author’s findings or arguments.
Summary due dates (on or before):

Sept. 13th
Sept. 27th 
Oct. 11th
Oct 25th    Nov 8th       Nov 29th
****You may not want to wait for the last day in a two week period to hand in your summary in case you are ill on that day. ****
Extra-Curricula Activities 
You are required to attend at least two relevant, outside of class, lectures or activities and write a one page combination summary (with enough detail to give the reader a flavor for the event) and reaction paper on each.  Possibilities will be announced throughout the semester.  Feel free to choose one not announced in class but check with me to make sure that it is acceptable, before attending.  Papers are to be handed in, within one week of the activity (typed please).  The last opportunity to hand in a write up is the last day of class.  Please make sure to include the title of the talk/film; the speaker’s name; if applicable, and the date of the activity.   (5 points)

Classmates
You should also be able to utilize your fellow classmates as a resource throughout the semester. Please exchange names and email addresses with at least two other people:
Name: ___________________________________ Email: ____________________

Name: ___________________________________ Email: ____________________

Course Outline and Reading Assignments: (Note: BB=Blackboard)
I.      Introduction: Course Overview:  Aug 30th
II.      Sex vs. Gender: The Social Construction of Gender
           Sept. 1-6:
 Sept. 1:   Read Taylor, Whittier, Rupp (TWR)  chap 6, chap 7.

 Sept. 6:   Read TWR chap 8, 21; Haslanger (BB) 
III.     Learning Gender: Socialization
          Sept. 8-15:
  Sept. 8:   TWR chap 12, 17 and  p. 125-7;  Fine (BB)
  Sept. 13: TWR   ch 18, 19,  p. 190-92;  Wong (BB)
  Sept. 15: TWR  ch 20;  Cofer  (BB); Rosenberg (BB)
******EXERCISE #1 DUE IN CLASS ON Sept. 13th  (See Syllabus)******
 IV.    Diversity and Difference
           Sept. 20-27
 Sept. 20: TWR p. 4-33
  


 Sept. 22:  TWR  p. 34-48, 89-96, 114

Video: Race: The Power of an Illusion.  Vol. 3.   



 Sept. 27:  TWR ch 44;  Edut
 xi-13
   V.    Representation

           Sept 29-Oct 11  Sept 29: TWR ch. 13; Douglas (BB); Lavigne (BB); Gill (BB); Edut 38-67

 


 Video: “Killing us Softly 4”




 Oct 4:  Hall (BB); Edut  68-132  



 Oct 6:  TRW  162-173; Rose (BB); Edut 133-165                                       

 

      Video: “Dreamworlds 3”
                                     Oct 11:  TRW p. 173;  McKay and Johnson (BB); Finish Edut;  
  VI.  Weight and Beauty
        
Oct 13-18
Oct 13: TWR  ch. 38;  Edut 14-37; Rogers (BB); Goldman (BB)


 Video: “Barbie Nation”

Oct 18: TWR  ch. 15;  Harris (BB); Haubegger (BB); Mernissi (BB)



   
  Video: “Good Hair”
VII.
Families
            Oct 20

 TWR ch. 26, 28, 30, 31;  Engstrom (BB); start  Essig

VIII.
Work
Oct 25-Oct 27
Oct 25: TWR  ch 23, 24, 25; Essig
 
 Video: “Rosie the Riveter”

Oct 27:  TWR ch 22, 49, p. 242, 266-7;  Essig
                 ******EXERCISE #2 DUE IN CLASS ON October 27 ******
IX.   Bodies

Nov 1-3     
Nov 1: TWR  ch. 40-41 p. 467-8; Kaminker (BB)




    Video: “Silent Choices”

Nov 3:   TWR ch. 14, 39.  Finish Essig; Tait (BB): Oulette (BB)
X.      The International Level
           Nov 8

Nov. 8: TWR ch. 46, 48, p. 536-8; start Miller

 
 

  Video: “Beneath the Veil”

XI.
Sexualities


Nov 10-15
Nov. 10: TRW ch. 33-36,  p. 374; Miller


 
Nov. 15:  Serono (BB); Dozier (BB); Miller 
Nov. 10-15: Video: “She’s a Boy I knew”
******EXERCISE #3 DUE IN CLASS ON Nov. 10******
XII
Getting Played


Nov 17

Finish Miller 
XIV
Violence, Masculinity, and Pornography

Nov 29-Dec. 1        Nov 29: TWR ch. 42-43, p. 482-3; Armstrong et al. (BB)



    
 Video: “Wrestling with Manhood”
        Dec 1:  TRW 525-6; Zia (BB);  Dines (BB); Boyle (BB); Caputi (BB)
******EXERCISE #4 DUE IN CLASS ON Dec 1st******
 XV.
Social Protest and Feminist
            Dec. 6    

   TWR ch. 52-53; hooks (BB)

******FINAL EXAM: Monday, December 12, 1:30 - 4:15 *******
Exercise 1.  Due in class on Sept. 13th.
Gender Markers in Adult Halloween Costumes

Adapted from an exercise created by Jennifer Keys

Brief Description


This exercise is designed to examine gendered socialization patterns by systematic coding and analysis of gender markers in adult Halloween costumes.

Part 1:  List some of the costumes that you remember wearing on Halloween as a child or if you did not participate, ask a friend for his or her recollections and note the gender of the respondent.  

Part 2:  Please read Nelson, “The Pink Dragon is Female” (BB) and answer the following questions:

1. Where did Nelson collect her data?

2. Describe her coding procedures

3. What are some of the key strategies that manufacturer’s use to “gender” children’s costumes?

4. What proportion of the costumes that Nelson considered were gender neutral?  Is this surprising?  What explains this pattern?

5. Many believe that Halloween costumes encourage children to engage in unrestrained fantasy play.  How does Nelson’s research call this idea into question?

6. What does she suggest are the implications of her findings?   

Part 3:  Choose at least 2 web sites advertising adult Halloween costumes (not porn, though) and take a random sample of at least 25 costumes from each site and record information, described below, for each costume.  To take a random sample, close your eyes and point at the costumes on the screen and use the one you touch as your first case.  Then look at every nth costume where n can equal any number that you choose.  For example, consider every 10th costume on every other page on the web site.  Just be consistent.    


You will be doing a content analysis of the costumes.  To do so, make 49 copies of the code sheet included below and for each costume that you consider, record relevant information on the code sheet (i.e. one codesheet per costume).  Thus, you should have information on at least 50 costumes when you are done, indicating for each, for example, whether the costume has anything violent about it.   Number your codesheets 1-50 in the place provided on the title line.

Part 4.  Tally your results and answer the following questions:  (If you are familiar a statistical package such as SPSS, feel free to use it to analyze your data; if not, analyze it by hand.) 

1. What percent of the costumes were gender neutral?

2.   What percent of the male costumes include violent or menacing imagery?

What percent of the female costumes did so?

3. What percent of the male costumes were sexualized?

What percent of the female costumes did so? 

4.  Were there gender differences by type of costume?  i.e. were angels more likely to be gendered than clowns?  

a. Choose the 4 categories most gendered and describe them, including percentages.

b. Choose the 4 categories least gendered and describe them, including percentages.

5.  How do your results compare to Nelson’s?  

6.   Comment on the racial and ethnic composition of the models.  

a. Were people of color evenly distributed through the various costume categories?  

b.  Describe the categories in which men of color appeared most often and those in which women of color did so.  Were there any identifiable gender differences?  Any stereotypes?

6.   Spade and Valentine (2004: p. 226) write that, “throughout our lives, we assess cues around us and behave as situations dictate: gender is a key factor in determining what is appropriate.”  Do your results support this statement?  Explain in detail. 

7.   Include the websites that you used.

References: 

Keys, Jennifer. 2005.  “Gender Markers in Adult Halloween Costumes,”  Stalp and Childers (eds), Teaching Sociological Concepts and the Sociology of Gender.  Washington D.C.: American Sociological Association.
Spade, Joan and Catherine Valentine.  2004. The Kaleidoscope of Gender.”  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning
� We will discuss Body Outlaws in Section VI.


�  We will discuss Essig in Section IX.
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