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The MNational Institutes of
Health (MIH) has rece ntly
accelerated its efforts to
enhance the hio-
medical sciences in
EPSCoR states
through its Institu-
tional Derelopment
Aarards ([Ded) pro-
gram. The [Ded
program has twn
components; Cen-
ters of Biomedical
Research Excellence
(COBRE) and Biomedical
Research Infrastrcture
Metworks (BRIM). Wer-
mont has heen rery com-
petitire in both programs.
Two COBRE awards have
been at TNV one in lung
* Project Secretary, Marion binlogy and one in neurohbi-
Green ology. Recently the state
has received a BRIN award
of nearly 61 over three
wears to establish the Wer-
mont Genetics Metwork
(WG, WEN i3 acollabo-
ration among the Tniver.
gity of Vermont, and four
baccal aureate colleges to
build critical mass ard
infrastructure in the hroad

VT EFSCoR Staff
+  Director, Christopher ¥,
Allen, Ph.D,

* Associate Director Judith
wan Houten, Ph.D.

+ Project Coardinator, Lillian
Gamache

* Project Business Manager,
Pegry Burbank

+ BRIM Project Coaordinatar,
Teri Hart

Inzide this issue:

area of penetics; to increase
competitiveness of the new
genetics faculty at UV

and the baccal aureate
schools; to increase the
number of undergraduates,
who go on to biomedical
careers from the baccalan-
reate colleges; to create a
human network, support it
through electronic commu-
nications, and make it sus-
tainable; to provide a new
bioinformatics capability in
the state; and to increase
the diversity of biomedical
seientists, WG Co-
Directors are and Judith
Wan Houten and Chris £1-
len. To accomplish all of
this, a planis being derel-
oped for supporting recruit-

Seprember 200

' Successful BRIN application creates Vermont Genetics Network (VGN)

ment of faculty at LTI,
creating a Bioinform atics
Core (Dr. Jeffrey Bond,
Director), a Mentoring
Core (Dr. Judith VWan
Houten, Director), and an
Administrative Core (Dr.
Christopher Allen, Direc-
tor) tying all of these com-
ponents together . VGEHN is
plaging the lead role in
establishing a microarray
facility at TIWh. This will

allowr researchers to estah-
lish links hetween genetics

and disease states as well
as answering other basic
biomedical research ques-
tiona. Teri Hart is the
WiGH Project Coordinator

andcan be reached at (B0E)

AEA-408T or vgnigurm edu
The baccalaureate college s
participating in ViGN,
Middlebury College, Mor-
wich UTniversity, Johnson
State College and St Ii-
chael's College, are inter-
connected by a group fo-
cused on baccal aureate
education chaired by Dr.

James Larrabee of Middle-

bury College. (VG page 3)
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Technology entreprensurs.
This program provides
zeed funds to assist Ver-
mont companies to be more
competitive for federal re-
search and development

funds. This program origi-

nated in Vermont andis
nowr replicated in all the
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Upcorsing Deadlires 4 SBI R Phase (0)
The WVermont EPSCoR
SBIR (Small Business In-
novation Research) Phase
() program has generated
tremendous results for

Page 2 Wermont's Science and

celebrates 10 years in Vermont

other EFSCoR states. An-
other example of Wermont
providing national leader-
ship in connecting research
and derelopment to state
needs. In 2001, T {or T8%)
of the 9 SBIR Phase I {up
to §100FN) and Phase 11
(up to $7TE0ENT) anrards
given to Wermont investi-
gators, went to companies
who had received Phase 0
awrards in previous years.
Established in 1998 with

aninitial investment of
20,000 from the Wermont
NEF EPSCoF. the Phase 0
program has resulted in
orer $EM in follow-up ac-
tivity through October,
2001, Chief Engineer of
Green Mountain Radio
Research Company and
Fhase 0 recipient, Freder-
ick H. Raab, Ph.l agrees:
"I feel that the results of
these preliminary
{contitmed on page 3)
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