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Saturday morning was very warm and humid along the shore of 

Lake Champlain, but the lake looked like it was frozen, said Cathy 

Griffin, who has a summer place along the water in Highgate 

Springs.

The near shore was coated in white, as if covered in a snowy layer 

of ice, she said. Closer inspection revealed a thick layer of white 

scum that smelled awful, Griffin said. She and her neighbors 

suspected toxic algae, and they were careful to keep themselves 

and their pets out of the water. 

Good move, said Mary Watzin of the Rubenstein School of 

Environmental and Natural Resources at the University of Vermont. 

Watzin, a biologist who oversees the blue-green algae monitoring 

program, saw pictures of the white scum and offered a preliminary 

diagnosis. “I’m pretty sure that this is blue-

green algae,” she said. “The scum starts to 
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die in the intense sun, and this bleaching can 

sometimes occur.”

Blue-green algae are sometimes toxic. They 

can kill dogs who drink algae-laden water, 

and they can make swimmers sick. 

Watzin said a flurry of blue-green algae 

reports came in over the weekend. 

Tests that would confirm the presence of 

potentially toxic blue green algae were not 

complete as of Monday afternoon, so Watzin couldn’t confirm what 

was in Griffin’s photos. 

“We do all of our sampling on Monday and Tuesday, then run our 

analyses on Wednesday and Thursday,” Watzin said. She said she 

received reports of possible blue green algae at Rock Point, near 

Burlington’s North Beach. State health officials collected a water 

sample from North Beach to test whether algae are there. 

Watzin said it’s impossible to tell whether an algae bloom is toxic 

just by looking at it. Any time water looks green, blue green, white 

or otherwise odd, people and pets should stay away, she said. 

Bill Bress of the Vermont Department of Health concurred. “Stay 

out of the scums,” he said. 

Watzin said she’s not surprised by recent reports of possible blue 

green algae in Lake Champlain because it thrives in the kind of hot 

weather the area has experienced in recent weeks. 

The blue green algae first appeared this season near Burlington 

and in Missisquoi and St. Albans bays during a mid-July heat wave. 

Health and environmental officials worried that algae would be a 

worse problem than usual on Lake Champlain this summer 

because of huge amounts of phosphorus washed into the lake by 

record spring flooding. 

Griffin, of Mississauga, Ontario, spends summers in Highgate. She 

said the algae have been a moderate problem there this summer. 

“Overall, it has not been bad until this weekend,” she said. 

“Everybody around here knows about it. Don’t let your dog off the 

leash or let them go in the water.”

The white scum dissipated Saturday afternoon, she said. Monday, 

the water looked greenish and an odor lingered, signaling the 

possibility algae remained. 

Watzin said wind and currents can move algae around the lake, so 

there’s no telling where it will show up next. 

Contact Matt Sutkoski at 660-1846 or 

Hot Stock Pick - OBJE
New Issue, Obscene Jeans Inc Explosive Investment 
Potential
www.ObsceneJeans.com

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.75% (3.1% APR)
If you owe under $729k you probably qualify for the 
Govt Refi Program.
www.MortgageRatesExperts.com

Find the perfect dentist today
Pre-screened dentists with flexible financing options in 
your area!
www.getlocaldentist.com

MOST COMMENTED

Texas Gov. Perry enters 2012 
Republican race

78

My Turn: Wildflower Inn suit remarkable 
set of circumstances

49

Suspects arraigned in Burlington 
beating case

18

Obama criticizes GOP presidential field 17

South Burlington Council to debate 
publicly about Hafter’s benefits

16

ADVERTISEMENT



TOP VIDEO PICKS

msutkoski@burlingtonfreepress.com. Follow Matt on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/vermontweather.

View Comments  | Share your thoughts »

Yoga on Church Street
Aug 15, 2011

RAW VIDEO: South 
Burlington Police Office…
Aug 12, 2011

National 9/11 Memorial's 
design evokes loss and…
Aug 12, 2011

selected by Taboola
Vermont Memories
Father & Daughter Team We will save your families memories
www.vermontmemories.com

ARCHIVES
View the last seven days

Yesterday, Aug. 15

Sunday, Aug. 14

Saturday, Aug. 13

Friday, Aug. 12

Thursday, Aug. 11

Wednesday, Aug. 10

Tuesday, Aug. 09

See our paid archives for 
news older than a week.

SEE ALL EVENTS

TUE
16

WED
17

THU
18

FRI
19

SAT
20

SUN
21

MON
22

THINGS TO DO

Bass Culture with DJs Jahson and Nickel B
Club Metronome  Burlington, VT

The Edd; Insigniya; Mauce
Nectar's  Burlington, VT

Craig Mitchell; Upsetta International 
featuring Super K; Dubee

Red Square  Burlington, VT

MORE Events | Submit an Event

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER & 
FACEBOOK
Get headlines from the 
Burlington Free Press via 
Facebook and Twitter. 

MOST POPULAR
1. Police cite home contractor with theft

2. South Burlington debates former manager's 
perks

3. AT&T 3G network back up after outage

4. Trapped workers nearly drown in flooded 
New York City elevator

5. Elderly New Hampshire man who had been 
living in car dies

6. Waterbury drowning investigation continues

7. State's Attorney Donovan opts out of 
Burlington mayoral race

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map  |  Back to Top

NEWS

Latest Headlines

Local News

Politics

Schools

Crime & Courts

Vermont

New England / New York

SPORTS

High School Sports

College Sports

UVM Sports

Lake Monsters Baseball

Varsity Insider Blog

On Campus Blog

All-State Teams

BUSINESS

Innovate

Movers & Shapers

Sunday Jobs

Biz Beat Blog

OPINION

Voice of the Free Press

My Turn

ARTS

ARTSbtv

Music

Movies

Theater

Creative Communities

Entertainment

OBITUARIES

Recent Obituaries

Submit an Obituary

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts



ADVERTISEMENT

Nation / World

Data Universe

LIVING

Academia

Cars

Celebrations

Community

Home & Away

Hometown

Horoscopes

Outdoors

Vermont City Marathon

GREEN

Green Mountain

I Believe Essays

Localvore

Joel Banner Baird: Baird's 
Eye View Blog

Candy Page: Tree At My 
Window Blog

Green Mountain Awards

Letters to the Editor

Comment & Debate

Editorial Cartoons

Public Records Act 
Exemptions

Staff Blogs

Columnists

Write to Us

Brent Hallenbeck: Brent's 
Notebook Blog

Events Calendar

Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival

FOOD

Savorvore

Recipes

Localvore columns

Sally Pollak: Farm Fed Blog

News | Jobs | Cars for Sale | Homes for Sale | Apartments for Rent | Real Estate | Shopping | Mom Groups

Copyright © 2011 www.burlingtonfreepress.com. All rights reserved.

Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices


