
EPSCoR and the Science of Social‐
Ecological Systems

A Report from the Living on Earth III 
Conference 













Core Theme 1: Promoting transdisciplinary science 
to inform our understanding of critical challenges in 
social‐environmental systems with an emphasis on 
small communities with critical ecological systems.

Core Theme 2: The emerging role of social 
systems in addressing vulnerability and 
promoting ecosystem stewardship in 
social‐ecological transformations.

Core Theme 3: Deepening integration at 
multiple scales (temporal, spatial, and 
jurisdictional) and the role of integrated 
land and coastal systems science in 
promoting sustainability and resilience.
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Activities

• Experiential Social Learning Field Trip
• Fishbowl Facilitated Exercise
• Stewardship‐Building Facilitated Exercise
• Creative Problem‐Solving
• World Café Exercise on Workshop Core 
Themes

• Interactional Discourse Social Network
• “FaBa FaBa” Facilitated Exercise









The mission of the PLACE Program 
is to deepen, celebrate, and 

revitalize the relationships between 
community and landscape.

PLACE Program 
Mission
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PLACE Program Goals

Encourage exploration and understanding of the local landscape 
by providing an engaging and accessible framework for residents to learn 
more about their town’s natural and cultural heritage 

To foster opportunities for people to actively steward the land, improve 
the well being of their community, and practice the skills of 
relocalization 

Showcase local knowledge and the efforts of individuals and 
organizations involved in local landscape stewardship and interpretation 

Facilitate the integration of place-based learning into schools by 
providing local educators with information, resources, and curriculum 
development support 

Support an informed and participatory community visioning process 
that builds upon an integrated interpretation of town landscapes and their 
transformation through time

Provide meaningful service-learning opportunities for graduate 
students involved in landscape analysis

Strengthen the sense of place and the connection between the past, 
present, and a sustainable future



The Geography 
of PLACE

2001-2010

Richmond 
(2001)

Jericho 
(2002)

Shelburne 
(2003)

Thetford 
(2002)

Huntington 
(2005)

Hinesburg 
(2006)

Benson 
(2005)

Williston 
(2007)

Dummerston 
(2006)

Putney 
(2006)

Prosper Valley 
(2006)

Cambridge 
(2008)

South Hero 
(2004)

South Burlington 
(2009)
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PLACE Program
Design Elements



Desired Future Landscape Condition

Time

Present

100 years 
from now

Bedrock Formation

Glacial Retreat

Pre‐settlement Condition

Peak of Agriculture

Current Landscape Condition

~150 ybp

~400 ybp

~10,000 
ybp

~500 million 
ybp

CulturalEcological Economic Legal Policy

How do we get to a sustainable 
future landscape condition ?

Integration







•Landscape analysis content

•Focuses on both youth and adults

•Links schools with communities

•Evening presentations

•Saturday field trips 

•Professional development for teachers

Place-
based 

Education



•UVM Graduate Students play central role

•Reciprocity is key

•Service: Landscape analysis brought to residents, planners and 

educators

•Learning: Landscape is the classroom. Community mentors, professors, 

and professionals serve as teachers. 

•K-12 Students can also be service-learners

Service-
Learning



The Community:

•drives the questions

•participates in research

•owns the data

•interprets and presents

•Provides local expertise

Community-
Based 

Participatory 
Research



•1½ day Vision to Action Forum

•Community members share ideas and hopes for 
their community’s future 

•Identify problem areas and opportunities

•builds on ecological and historical analysis from 
education series

Community 
Visioning



Matching with 
Community

Community 
Engagement      

Series
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Action Forum
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Level of 
Community 

Engagement

Diagram depicting the vision for 
increasing levels of community 
engagement as PLACE unfolds in 
a community. 
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Academic 
Exchange

Integrative 
Scholarship

Place‐based 
Education

Environmental 
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Community 
Planning

PLACE Network





PLACE

PAST

PRESENT

FUTURE

Examines historic 
land‐use and 

ecosystem services 
(past and present)

Applies and understanding of the 
past to educating for higher quality 
ecosystem services in the future. 


