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HIGHWAY HISTORY: HOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE INTERSTATE
HIGHWAY CHANGED VERMONT

 
VANG, Analeisha M., Geology Department, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 05401, BRISCOE, Katie L., Historic Preservation,
University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 05405 and BIERMAN, Paul, Geology Department and Rubenstein School of the Environment
and Natural Resources, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 05405, analeishavang@gmail.com
 
Within the University of Vermont’s Landscape Change Program, a web-based collection of historic Vermont images
(www.uvm.edu/landscape), is a digital archive of over 30,000 photographs taken before, during, and after interstate highway
construction in Vermont (www.uvm.edu/interstate). All of the images are described, keyworded, and categorized by town, making for
an easily searchable database.
These images weave a compelling narrative of the landscape changes brought about by interstate construction and by construction on
routes that feed the interstate. They show the scale of physical landscape change, the excitement of opening an exit, and the
devastation that can come with losing one’s home to make way for the highway. In regards to geology, the archive contains images
that show the moving of sediment, the diversion of rivers, the blasting of rock, and the clearing of slopes. The archive also contains
many images showing how changes in the land shaped tourism and changed the way of life for many Vermonters.
As part of our outreach efforts and to make a broader impact, we have crafted the interstate photos into 20 stand-alone informative
banners that will appeal to a diverse audience by including facts, quotes, and weaving a narrative within each. The banners inform the
public about the history of the highway system, how the construction of the interstate highway altered the physical landscape, and how
it changed the culture of Vermont. These banners will travel across the state during the summer of 2013, and will be temporarily
exhibited at libraries, fairs, and at the University of Vermont.

Session No. 57--Booth# 3

S2. History of Geology in the Northeast: A Symposium to Mark the 125th Anniversary of The Geological Society of America (Posters)
Tuesday, 19 March 2013: 1:30 PM-5:00 PM

Grand Ballroom South (Omni Mount Washington Resort)

Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs. Vol. 45, No. 1, p.113

© Copyright 2013 The Geological Society of America (GSA), all rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to the author(s) of this abstract to
reproduce and distribute it freely, for noncommercial purposes. Permission is hereby granted to any individual scientist to download a single copy of
this electronic file and reproduce up to 20 paper copies for noncommercial purposes advancing science and education, including classroom use,
providing all reproductions include the complete content shown here, including the author information. All other forms of reproduction and/or
transmittal are prohibited without written permission from GSA Copyright Permissions.

Back to: S2. History of Geology in the Northeast: A Symposium to Mark the 125th Anniversary of The Geological Society of America
(Posters) 

http://www.geosociety.org/Sections/ne/2013mtg/
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013NE/webprogram/start.html
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013NE/webprogram/authora.html
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013NE/webprogram/uploadlistall.html
http://www.geosociety.org/Sections/ne/2013mtg/
mailto:analeishavang@gmail.com
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013NE/webprogram/Session32485.html
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013NE/webprogram/Session32485.html

