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The Vermont interstate highway system, constructed between 1958 and 1983, is 510 kilometers (317 miles) long and has altered the
sediment distribution pattern and riparian vegetation in many of the state’s rivers and the development pattern in towns near
interstate exits. Vermont’s interstate system is unique in that the interstate, state roads, the railroad, rivers, and towns often share the
same confined valley bottom.

Using the Landscape Change Program database (http://www.uvm.edu/landscape/) – an archive of nearly 42,000 images of Vermont
spanning over 300 years and supported by the National Science Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities – we
viewed nearly 5000 images of the interstate before, during, and after construction. These images are part of a larger collection of
36,000 images taken from 1958 to 1979, during interstate construction in Vermont.

The photographs taken during construction show the clear cutting of forests, building of cofferdams, and rerouting of rivers necessary
to construct the interstate. They also show the construction of bridge piers and the placement of riprap on riverbanks to maintain and
protect the structural integrity of the highway. During and immediately after construction, rivers were inundated with sediment and hill
slopes were at the mercy of accelerated erosion due to the clear cutting of forests and construction of cofferdams. Rephotography of
these areas shows evidence of sediment accumulation immediately adjacent to and downstream of bridge piers, revegetation of
riverbanks and surrounding hillslopes, and a routing of runoff from increased amounts of impervious surface. It is apparent that even
after 45 years, both the direct and the indirect effects of the interstate system are still being felt.
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